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The Publishing Evaluation of Chinese Historical Novel in Thai Translation
During the 1870s-1940s as a Reflection of Thai Society
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Abstract

This research article focuses on the publishing evaluation of Chinese historical novels in Thai
translation in Thailand, beginning with the first Thai publication of Romance of the Three Kingdoms in
1865 (B.E. 2408). The evolution of this literary genre can be divided into the 1870s-1940s marked by

profound social transformation in Thai society.
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The findings indicate that the publishing evaluation of Chinese historical novels in Thai translation
reflected different aspects of Thai society during two key periods: the 1870s-1910s and the 1920s-1940s.
The first period marked the beginning of such translations, starting with the publication of Romance of the
Three Kingdoms in 1865 (B.E. 2408) as a hardcover book by the American Mission Press led by Dr. Dan
Beach Bradley. This initial publication contributed to the wider dissemination of Chinese historical novels
in Thai translation, leading to further translated works. This phenomenon reflects the intellectual
transformation occurring during Thailand’s nation-modernizing era, where the spread of modern printing
technologies helped promote new ways of thinking—although this influence was still largely limited to
the elite class at the time. In the second period, Chinese historical novels in Thai translation expanded
into serialized newspaper formats, beginning with Siam Rat in 1921 (B.E. 2464). This development
significantly broadened readership, reflecting the popularity of Chinese literature among both native Thais
and descendants of Chinese immigrants who were literate in Thai. The increased accessibility of literature
was closely linked to the expansion of print media, educational reforms under King Rama V, the
implementation of compulsory education during King Rama VI, and the growing presence of Chinese
communities in Siam. However, by the 1930s, the popularity of Chinese historical fiction began to decline
due to the repetitive nature of storylines and the rising interest in Western realist literature. As a result,
the serialization of Chinese historical novels in Thai translation in newspapers came to an end by 1941

(B.E. 2484).
Keywords: Chinese historical novels in Thai translation, The publishing evaluation, Reflection of Thai society
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