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Abstract

The major purpose of this study was to investigate the articulation
disorders of':the mentally retarded children whose [.Q. ranged from 30 to 70,
and to compare their disorders classified by gender, intelligence quotient and
type of disorders.

The sample consisted 50 mentally retarded children from 4 special
education schools under the jurisdiction of the Department of Special
Education, the Ministry Education. The instrument employed in the data
collection was the Articulation Survey developed by the Special Education
Department of Srinakarinwirot University, possessing acceptable validity and
reliability.

The findings were as follows :

1. The speech production of the mentally refarded children was
problematic. Twenty-five percent of the Thai Language phonemes were
misarticulated.

2. Most of the misarticulated sounds were the consonants, ranked in
first order by the blends (or clusters) followed by the initial consonants and
final consonants. The vowels were not a major problem but the diphthongs
were. The children were unable to produce most of the diphthongs.

3. When consonant phonemes were considered, it was found that
the ( r ) sounds was the most misarticulated followed in rank by (s) (ts) and (f)
sounds. All the diphthongs were difficult for the mentally retarded children,
who were unable to produce the sounds or able to make productions but with
misarticulation. The difficulties in the production of the diphthongs were

ranked as follows : (khr khl kr pl tr kI phr pr phl kw and khw) respectively.



4. In the production of the final consonants, the most difficult sound
was (n).

5. The mentally retarded children were able to make correct
production of vowel sounds. However, when vowel sounds were blended
together with the consonants, the misarticulations occurred. The consonant
sounds were misarticulated.

6. The children did not have much difficulty in making tonal sounds.
Among the tonal misarticulations, the most difficult tone was the high-level
tone. The least misarticulated sound was the mid-level tone. -

7. The children were mostly unable to produce diphthongs.

8. The substitution was the most common type of articulation
disorders, followed by the omission. The distortion and the addition were at
the minimum level.

9. Articulation disorders were found more in female than male
students.

10. The trainable mentally retarded children make more errors in
speech productions than the educable mentally retarded children.

Recommendations were made in order to make a plan for speech

corrections.
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