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Wuttinee Kamolpattarakul. (2003). Privacy Space: Conflict and Relations Between
Parents and Teenagers in Bangkok. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Developmental
Psychology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor

Committee: Dr.Niyada Chittcharat, Associate Professor Duangduen Satraphat.

The objectives of the study were to explore (1) the privacy space needed by
teenagers, (2) the privacy space of teenagers given by their parents, (3) the difference
between the privacy space needed by teenagers and their privacy space given by their
parents, (4) the relations among that difference, conflicts between teenagers and their
parents, and the relationship between their parents and teenagers.

The sample for this study comprised 400 teenagers, aged between 13 and 14,
and between 17 and 18, living with their parents, studying at Mathayomsuksa 2 and
Mathayomsuksa 5 at government high schools. The sample was drawn by stratified,
multistage sampling method.

Data were collected using self-administered questionnaires, completed by
respondents. The questionnaires were designed to obtain information on the
respondents’ opinions about the privacy space and their relationship with the parents.
The t-test and Pearson’s Product-Moment Correlation Coefiicient were used to analyze
the data.

The study resulits revealed that:

(1) Teenagers wanted a large space of privacy and perceived that their parents
gave them quite a large space of personal privacy;

(2) There was significantly difference in the extent of privacy space between
male and female teenagers. Teenaged boys gave more importance to friends of
opposite sex as their personal or private domain than teenaged girls while teenaged
girls gave more emphasis on friends, free time spending, and social manner.

(3) There was significantly difference in the extent of privacy space between
teenagers in the 13-14 age group and teenagers in the 17-18 age group. Teenagers in
the 17-18 age group gave more emphasis on friends, including friends with the opposite
sex as well as personal health care as their privacy space than teenagers in the 13-14

age group.



(4) There was significantly difference in the extent of privacy space given by
fathers to sons and daughters. Fathers gave more privacy space to their teenaged sons
than their teenaged daughters especially when it came to the issues of friends of the
opposite sex or special friends, while teenaged daughters were given more privacy
space in free time spending.

(5) There was significantly difference in the extent of privacy space given by
fathers to teenagers in the 13-14 age group and teenagers in the 17-18 age group.
Fathers gave more privacy space to their sons in the 17-18 age group in the areas of
clothes, friends especially friends of the opposite sex, entertainment, health care and
social manner than sons in the 13-14 age group.

(6) There was significantly difference in the extent of privacy space given by
mothers to sons and daughters. Mothers gave more privacy space to their teenaged
sons than their teenaged daughters, in the areas of friends including friends of the
opposite sex but in the issue of free time spending, mother gave more personal privacy
space to their teenaged Jaughters than their teenaged sons;

(7) There was significantly difference in the extent of privacy space given by
mothers to teenagers in the 13-14 age group and teenagers in the 17-18 age group.
Mothers gave more privacy space to their teenaged sons in the 17-18 age group than
those in the 13-14 age group in the areas of clothes, friends including friends of the
opposite sex, entertainment, heath care and social manner.

(8) There was significantly differences, between the privacy space given to
teenagers by their parents and the privacy pace needed by them both in the aggregate
term and in specified 9 aspects of the privacy, in which the privacy space needed by
teenagers was greater than that given by their parents.

(9) The difference in the privacy space needed by teenagers and that given by
their father had significant positive correlation (r=.18) with the level of their conflicts with
their fathers.

(10) The difference in the privacy space needed by teenagers and that given by
their mothers had significant positive correlation (r=.23) with the level of their conflicts
with their mothers.

(11) The level of conflicts with their fathers had significant negative correlation

(r= -.31) with the relationship between their fathers and teenagers.



(12) The level of conflicts with their mothers had significant negative correlation

(r=.-29) with the relationship between their mothers and teenagers.
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