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The purpose of this thesis is to analyze the democratic thoughts
in Thailand and the state adjustments during B.EB. 2398 - 2475. The study
concentrates on the background and the stimulating factors of the Aﬁsolute
Monarchy, the democratic movements, the state adjustments and the impacte
of democratic thoughts during this period.

The analysis shows that Sbsolute Monarchy in Thailand had been
unanimously accepted and upheld through out the beginning of the Sukhothai
Period until the early Ratanakosin Period., Not until the establishment of
the diplomatic relations with Western countries that the pattern of such
political thoughts took change., This change stemmed from a Thai intellectual
group who believed that democracy was tﬁe only way of up - grading Thailand
to the status of civiliged couﬁtry. Direct petitions to the king and
writing articles in the press were both used as the means of irying to
change the form of government., This democratic movement continued until
the Revoluticn of B.E. 2475. During that time the state, not only agreed
with the movement, but also tried to westerniged itself in various ways,
for example, setting — up poli.ical institutions, initiating local self -
government, and finally the king was even prepared to grant constitution.
But many problems and obstacles facing the country 2t that time, such as
the threat of the Western Powers, the internal upheavals caused by the
Chinese problems and the ignorance and inexperience of the people with
demoeratic idea etc. delayed the constitution thus occurred the Revolution

of B.E. 247%
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