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This research, a study of Hilitribe Cloth in Chiangmai, aims at studying hilitribe’s way of life
and hilitribe cloth including weaving process, textures and color. This research utilized a survey
research methodology. The sampling groups are Karens at Baan Huay Pha Toen, Pamieng in Doi
Saked district and Mhongs at Baan Mae Sa Mai, Pong Yang in Mae Rim district. The data was
collected by participant observation, informal interviews as well as questionnaires. The data was
divided into two groups; hilltribe’s way of life was derived from interviews and weaving process data
was collected by photograph and sound recording. The presentation of data was in the form of
photographs with explanation.

The results showed that Karens Sakor used traditional weaving style which were plain
weaving, textures weaving, Jok weaving and Mudmee weaving using cotton threads as raw
materials. Presently, not many Karens were growing cotton plants as materiais. They rather bought
cotton and spun threads by themselves. As for dyeing, hot dyeing was commonly found with the
use of natural colors rather than synthetic colors. Mudmee technique, tied tightly before dyeing to
make elaborate pattern, was also applied. Weavers mostly were those of married women than
girls and typically, Karen cloth was made for daily life purpose. Karens also adjusted the pattern of
women wearing; however, its color tended to preserve the original one. On the other hand, men
wearing tended to preserve its original patterns and color, but trousers were changed to be modern
style. Most of products were mainly sold in the village.

As for Mhongs, they used looms (LLUUﬁLaiﬁdijd) using threads form hemp or Yai
Kanchong which can be grown well in rainy season. Mhongs did not weave during summer as
threads were so fragile. Weaving pattern mostly was plain and fabric was dyed after the waving
process finished, not thread dyeing, with indigo dyeing from Hom and Kram. In addition, they used
wax painting, appliqué work, silver ornaments embroidery and stichworks. As for stichwork, line
stich, interlace stitch, double stich and cross stich were its four main techniques and the most
frequently found stichwork technique was cross stich. Hilltribe girls in every household were trained
since they were 7-8 years old. The patterns can be both tradition and modern and they also used
velvet as their blouses and then, decorated them elaborately.

Karens cloth can be divided into 8 groups according to their usage including married
women blouse, sac, men shirt, Sin cloth, head cloth, dwarf, towel, blanket. The patterns comprised
of Jok weaving, Nam Lai weaving and stichwork. The most commonly found pattern was traditional
pattern which had a balance form and geometric motifs featured as spider pattern and diamond-
shaped pattern with its favorite color, black and red.

Mhongs cloth can be divided into 14 groups according to their usage including apron,
blouse, men shirt, skirt, waist cloth, belt, hat, trouser, women apron, men apron, cloth for corpse,

leggings, head cloth and baby cloth. The pattern techniques basically were stichwork, appliqué



work and wax painting and the most commonly found pattern was silk stichwork with geometric
motif such as sic sac, Peek-Nok (wing) weaving and shell.

According to weaving patterns, Karens at Baan Huay Pha Toen used lined pattern in cloth,
Nam tai weaving, Jok weaving and Kid weaving. The most predominant pattern were Nam Lai and
Jok weaving with geometric and flower motifs. Also, they decorated their cloth with silk and Job's
tears on their blouses and head cloth with the most commonly found pattern highlighted spiders and
geometric motifs.

According to the preservation of hilltribe cloth, only females in the tribe were trained to
preserve weaving. Males were restricted only some duties such as acquiring material while females
were responsible for design work and production. Hilltribe girls at age 8-9 began to be trained.
Particularly Karen people, only girls were taught to weave as they had to be trained to weave their
own wedding gown. For Mhong, they were trained after getting married; therefore, women,
currently, aged up 40 years was the only group among Mhong people who could weave. However,
Mhong people trained their children to do stichworks in form of a group of 3-4 people. This study
also found out that there were some influences from other tribes both pattern and material. Karens
has adjusted Pha Tin Jok of Mae Jam district and applied with their Pha Sin (wrap-around skirt) and
men shirt. Similarly, Mhong has adjusted crosstich pattern with children apron.

Factors that maintain its unique style of cloth were religious belief and political system.
First, if there were some changes in religious belief of the tribe, its unique style tened to be changed
to be more modern. Second, if the village headman put an emphasis on their own race and ethnic

tribe, it was expected that their custom would be survived.
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