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English Reading Test

Mathayom Suksa 2 Academic year 1999
30 marks 60 minutes
Direction : Read the following passages, and then choose the best answer of items

according to the passage you have read by marking below a, b, c or d

on your answer sheet
Passage 1

The kiwi is a bird from New Zealand that cannot fiy. It lives in New Zcaland's

forests, but people seldom see it. The kiwi is shy, and will usually run away when
anyone comes near it.

The kiwi is about the size of a chicken. it has a stocky body covered with
shaggy, dull brown feathers. Its neck and legs are short, and its bill is long. The kiwi
uses its long, thin beak to search in the ground and under dead leaves for caterpillars,
worms and insects on which it feeds. It has no tail, and its wings are small and useless.
The kiwi is the only bird that has nostrils at the end of its bill. Of all birds, only the kiwi
has a good sense of smell. It hunts only at night, and hides itself during the daytime.

Today the kiwi is strictly protected to pravent its dying out.

1. The word "shy" means ...............
a. easily excited b. difficult to catch
c. easytofind d. afraid of people
2. The phrase "people seldom see it' means people ...............
a. like to seeit \ b. donotoften seeit
Cc. neverseeit d. enjoy seeing it

3. The phrase "hides itself during the daytime" means

a. sleeps atnight b. finds food all day long
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c. does not come out by day d. plays with other kiwis during the
day
4. The best title for this passage should be ..............
a. The Kiwi's Food b. The Kiwi's Long Beak
c. A Good Sense of Smell d. ARare Bird from New Zealand

5. The passage suggests, but does not say directly, that ...............

o

the kiwi is a species in danger
b. all the kiwis have aiready died
c. there are no more kiwis in New Zealand

d. soon there will be many more kiwis in New Zealand

Passage 2

Long ago there lived a very rich king named Midas. He had a very beautiful

daughter called Marygoid. Aithough ne dearly loved his daughier, Midas loved goid

more than anything else. Under his palace Midas had a secret room where he stored
the golden treasures which he collected. One day a stranger visited King Midas and

offered to_arant him a wish. Midas wished for the Golden Touch. When he awoke the

foilowing moming everything that Midas touched {urned into gold. His furiture turnea

into gold, his food tumned into gold, and even his beloved daughter turned into gold.
Midas became very sad. He had learmed the hard way that gold did not satisfy him.
When the stranger retumed, Midas asked to give back the Golden Touch. The stranger
told him to wash in the nearby river and use its water to bring life back to his daughter

and change his belongings back to the way they were.

6. The phrase "did not satisfy him" means he was not .............. when he had only gold.

a. sad b. rich

c. happy d. popular



85

7. The sentence "Although he dearly loved his daughter, Midas loved gold more than

anything eise" means .............

o

the only thing Midas loved was gold

b. the thing Midas loved most was gold

c. Midas loved his daughter as much as gold

d. the thing Midas loved most was his daughter
8. The phrase "to grant him a wish" means to ...............

a. make him rich b. make him happy

c. help him find more gold d. give him what he wants
9. The best title for this passage should be ...............

a. AGolden Wish b.  The King's Daughter

c. Golden Treasures d. The King's Lesson
10. This story teaches us that we should ..............

a. be happy with what we have 0. notgranta wish to others

¢. notask anything from strangers d. love our daughters more than goid
11. We can infer from the passage that ...............

a. gold can't buy happiness

b. itis not good to be wealthy

c. wealth always brings happiness

d. wealthy people are never happy people
Passage 3

Jinny was having trouble making friends at her new school. She started teliing
the other kids stories about herself and her family. The stories were not always true.
Jinny didn't mean any harm by this. It just made her feel more important. One of her
stories was about her family's car. "It was a big, new car," she told the kids. They
seemed impréssed. Jinny was happy. Then one day her mother unexpectedly picked

her up at school. Jinny ran to the car. She hoped no one would see that it was an old
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car that needed paint. But some of the kids did see. "Where's the big, new car 7"

someone asked, "Oh, that was just a tall story,” Jinny said.

12.

13.

14.

16.

What is this story about ?

a. How to make new friends b. The family's car
c. Interesting school d. Beloved mother
What will the other kids call the story about the car ?

a. afunny story b. acruel story

c. alie d. a detective story
What will happen when Jinny go back to school the next day ?

a. She will be unhappy.

b. The other kids will be more friendly.

c. Herteacherwill be angry.

d. Her mother wiii pick her up in a new car.

. What will happen to Jinny's stories ?

a. She will win her new friends.

b. She will no longer be believed.

c. She will please her parents.

d. She will be printed in many magazines.
When will Jinny stop telling stories ?

a. When she feels better about herself.

b. When she moves to another school.

c. When her family gets a new car.

d. When she grows up.

Passage 4

Fishing is my favourite sport. | often fish for hours without catching anything, but

this does not worry me. Some fishermen are unlucky. Instead of catching fish, they
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catch old boots and rubbish. | am even less lucky. | never catch anything - not even old
boots. After having spent whole mornings on the river, | always go home with an empty
bag. "You must give up fishing!" my friends say. “it's a waste of time." But they don't
realize one important thing. I'm not really interested in fishing. | am only interested in
sitting in a boat and doing nothing at all!

17. The sentence "Fish is my favourite sport." means ...............
a. |am not good at fishing

b. fishing is what | am best at

¢. | am surprised when | catch fish

d. fishing is the sport | like best

18. The clause "this does not worry me" means this

a. makes me look worried b. makes me look foolish
c. is very unlucky for me d. is nota probiem for me
19. The phrase "Instead of catching fish, ..." means they ...............
a. catch fish b.  enjoy fishing
c. don'tcatch fish d. lose their fish
20. The sentence "It's a waste of time." means vou ..............
a.  are trying to pass time b.  should leam how to fish
c. should fish all day long d. are spending time uselessly
Passage &

When | was young | wanted to be a good teacher. That was ! love my own
teacher very much. He was a good example of all pupils in the class. He stressed
diligence and how to solve problems. Our school was very small but everybody felt it
was like a home for us.

We wére quits happy until we hear the news that the school would be closing

sooner or later. We did not know what to do. Our teacher gave us these words of
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advice : "You must have diligence in order to pass the entrance exam and study at
famous secondary schools."

| obeyed him and tried my best and finally passed. For many years | have kept
my diligence. Next year | will get my degree and become an engineer. | have

succeeded because | remember the advice of my teacher.

21. Whatis the writer's idea about his teacher ?
a. He was a good teacher. b. He was a diligent man.
c. He was a lovely person. d. Hewas abusiness man.
22. What school did this teacher work in ?
a. A technical school b.  Asecondary school
c. Aprimary school d.  Anursery school
23. What does the word 'We' refer to ?
a. The writer and his teacher
b. The writer and his parents.
c. The writer and his classmates

d. The writer and his brothers and sisters

N
EES

What happened to schoc! according fo the story 7

a. {tbecame famous. b. Iltwas closed down.

c. Itgot much smaller. d. Itwas changed into & house.
25. What is true about the writer ?

a. He followed his teacher's advice.

b. He felt happy in his old school.

c. He once though about being a teacher.

d. Allare correct.
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Passage 6

We have just moved into a new house and | have been working hard all moming.
| have been trying to get my new room in order. This has not been easy because | won
a thousand books. To make matters worse, the room is rather small, so | have
temporarily put my books on the floor. At the moment, they cover every inch of floor
space and I actually have to waik on them to get in or out of the room. A short while
ago, my sister helped me to carry one of my old book cases up the stairs. She went into
my room and got a big surprise when she saw all those books on the floor. 'This is the
prettiest carpet | have every seen,' she said. She gazed at it for some time then added,
“You don‘t need bookcases at all. You can sit here in your spare time and read the

carpet!"

26. Why has the writer been hard all moming ?
a. To build a new house b.  To buy things
c. To getthe room in order d. Totidy the house
27. What does the underlined word ‘them' refer to ?
a. Matters b. Rooms
c. Books d. Floors
28. What surprised the writer's sister 7
a. The size of the room b. The new fumiture
c. The great number of the books d. The colour of the room
29. What does the phrase 'your spare time' mean ?
a. Your limited time b. Your busy time
c. Your working time d. Yourfree time
30. What does the word 'while’ mean ?
a. when b. moment

c. until d. time
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Experimental Group’s Lesson Plan
Period: 1-4 Class: M2 Times: 200 mins
Area of Work: AR.C.
Content: “Teak™

Objective: By the end of this lesson, the student will be
able to:

State the main idea and details of the passage.
Interpret the passage in their own words.
Discuss and state their own points of view about
the story.

W

Teaching Aids: Reading passage “ Teak™

Evaluation: 1. Observing the students’ learning in class
2. Checking the students’ worksheets.

Procedure:
Anticipation Stage

Prep is used as an activity in preparedness before reading and evaluation
of the students’ previous knowledge of the reading story (passage) “ Teak
“in the following steps:
1. The teacher initiates the topic “ Teak ” to the students.
After the teacher writes the word “Teak”™ on the board, the
teacher will let them think and talk about something they
have known about Teak. After that, they will help one
another in writing several kinds of information on such a
board. ( Use only half of the board space)
What the students thought and wrote may be -

- A tree - Big
- Expensive - We use teak to build houses.
- Elephant - etc.

The teacher tells the students to look at all information shown on
the board, and then the teacher may use such information written on it in
order to put some questions for further expansion of thought, such as

Why is teak expensive?

What else can we use teak for?
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In some cases, the teacher can tell the students to explain their reasons
why they thought so.

2. The teacher tells the students to arrange groups of
words, phrases and sentences according to their nature :

Features - a big tree
hard wood
- etc.

Uses

build a house
make furniture
etc.
3. The teacher tells the students to set up networks on
the board, ( Use an other half of the board space)

- Build house

Teak . Uses

% Make furniture
Features

VAN

Big tree hard wood

The teacher has to try to urge the students to think and seek
more information on teak and to enlarge the networks until the
information is exhausted. Then the teacher tells the students to copy the
diagram of such thought networks of Teak shown on the board into their
worksheet.

4. Determination of reading purpose:
The teacher has to inform the students to read the passage on Teak.
While reading, the teacher should tell them to determine whether in
the passage there is some information mentioning the nature and
uses of Teak, pertinent or not to the diagrams they have copied
from the board. Having finished reading, the students should be told
to bring additional information obtained from their reading to
expand the diagram of thought networks of teak as much as
possible.



94

Realization Stage
The teacher provides the students with the worksheets of the
passage “Teak”; and then the teacher tells them to start reading
according to the SMART methods. They are |
1. The students read and consider whether they have understood

such a passage. If they understand it, put a tick +/ and if they have not put
a mark ? at its end. For example, in reading the passage of the first
paragraph of Teak, the students may put the following ticks or marks:

Teakwood grows in the jungles of Southeast Asia./ Itis
used mainly to build ships and make furniture.+/ The wood looks like

mahogany.+/ Teak lasts for a long time and does not easily rot in water. It
is easy to cut, but because it is very hard, it quickly causes woodworking
tools to become dull. Most insects do not like teak because of its natural

oils../ However, these same oils cause problems when making the teak

shine./

2. Having finished reading the first paragraph and putting such
ticks or marks, the students should be told to mentally revise what they
could or could not understand.

3.The students must investigate what they did not understand,
and try to think and seek something causing them not to understand and
also try to gain several methods to help increase their own understanding.
For example not understanding the sentence “Teak lasts for a long time
and does not rot easily in water,” and the reason can be found that they
did not know the meaning of “lasts™ and “rot.” Furthermore, the students
try to guess the meaning with recourse to the information available but
still could not understand the sentence. Therefore, they thought that it
necessary for them to know the meaning of unknown vocabulary. The
students may ask it from their friends or consult a dictionary, and when
they understand the meaning of the sentence, they can change the mark ?

into the tick.~/
4. Using the SMART method:
When the students finish reading, they should put the passage
aside and then will revise it to know what meanings they have got.
5.Compare the information in the networks diagram and in the
passage, then expand more networks diagram from the information in the
passage with different color pen. After that discuss with their friends.
When completed, compare his/her own work with another
nearby friend’s work.
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Contemplation Stage

The teacher tells the students to write the Graphic Post
Organizer in the following steps.

1. Form a group of 4 students to discuss the main issue and
details of Teak in each paragraph.

2. Let each group write the diagram summarizing the
information from the passage of Teak. The diagram may appear:

Jungles of SE Asia Looks like mahogany
Special farms —_—l SOURCES FEATURES grows in groves
(Fianiations) \ / as high as 150 feet
large leaves

build ships :l teak wood hard
make furniture ™~ lasts long

_ USES PROPERTIES l: easily to cut
make thatched roof — — not easily rot in water
wrap objects :] teak leaves
make purple dye

3. The teacher seiects a group or ask for volunteer to write the
diagram on the board; and then all students help discuss its
correctness and also help add missing items to such a diagram to
make it more completely. After that the teacher compares it with
the previous diagram written at the Anticipation Stage and at the
Realization Stage in order to get the students to understand how
pertinent or otherwise their previous and new knowledge is.

Note: In case of inadequate time allowed for the activity, the
teacher may determine each student to prepare No.2 activity as his/her
homework; and the next hour the teacher selects 1-2 students to write
his/her own diagram on the board. After that the teacher tells all students
in class to discuss correctness of the diagrams and adding more
information if it’s not complete.



Period : 1-4

Area of Work :

Content :

Objectives :

Reading Tasks :

Teaching Aids :

Evaluation :
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Control Group’s Lesson Plan

Class : M.?2 Time : 200 mins

Teacher's Manual

“Teak”

By the end of this lesson, the students will be able to :

1.

w ™~

I~

N

Tell and write the meaning of the vocabulary items.
Use the grammatical structures.

State the main ideas and details of the passage.
interpret the passage in their own words.

Discuss and state their own points of view about the

story.

. Reading comprehension exercise 1 ( Wh — questions )

Tauwi

Reading comprehension exercise 2 ( True or False )

. Reading passage “Teak”

Pictures of : Teak

Word cards : grow , wood , used , ship, jungle , furniture
, grove , insect, natural , mainly , dye , leave , thatch ,
roof , object , purple , useful , wrapping , trade ,

plantation and teak

. Observing the students’ learning in the class.

Checking the students’ exercises.
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Teacher Activities

Student Activities

Notes

Establishing the reading purposes.

Showing the students pictures of “Teak”

to build up the students’ attention.

Presenting new vocabulary items : grow ,
wood , used , ship , jungle , furniture ,
grove , insect, natural , mainly , leave ,
dye , thatch , roof , object, purple ,
useful , wrapping , trade , plantation and
teak ; and reviewing the Present

Simple Tense.

Distributing the reading passage, and

then reading aloud.

Correcting the students’ reading
mistakes, and asking some questions

about the passage.

Dividing the students into groups of four
, and allowing the students to read the

passage and do their exercises.

Listening to the teacher.

Listening to the teacher, looking at the
pictures , asking and answering the

questions.

Listening to the teacher, repeating the

vocabulary items and asking and

answering the questions.

Reading the passage aloud both chorus

and individually.

Answering the teacher’s questions.

Reading the passage in groups , and

doing their exercises.
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Teacher Activities

Student activities

Notes

Checking the students’ exercises ,
correcting their mistakes , and then
explaining clearly once more to help

them understand the passage thoroughly.

Evaluating by asking the students some
questions , observing them doing the

exercises and correcting their writing.

Allowing the students to take notes on the
new vocabulary items in their notebooks ,
and write their own points of view about

* Teak” in their exercise books.

Listening to the teacher, and

correcting their mistakes.

Listening to the teacher , and

answering the questions.

Noting down the new vocabulary items
in their notebooks , and writing their
own points of view about “Teak” in

their exercise books.
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Exercise 1

Direction : Answer the following questions.

1. What is a well-known tree in Southeast Asia ?

Direction : Write T in front of the correct statements and F in front of the

incorrect ones.

......... 1. Teak can be grown anywhere in the world.

......... 2. Teak is useful for building ships and making furniture.

......... 3. Teak can be used for many years.

......... 4. Water can spoil teak easily.

......... 5. Tools wear out quickly when used to cut teak.

......... 6. Teak’s natural oils prevent insects from damaging it.

......... /. Teak can be shined easily.

......... 8. India is one of the countries which makes money from growing teak.
......... 9. Men carry teak logs in the jungles.

......... 10. Teak trees grow in jungles as well as on plantations.
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AT 8 WRARANATANNENNE ( p ) WAZANENWIRRMUN ( r) TaauLLmadaLdaaudila

s dangs{uau 30 e

18 PH PL P r 19 PH PL P r
1 .81 .33 .58 49 16 .99 37 .75 .78
2 .66 .18 41 49 17 59 29 44 31
3 .88 18 54 .68 18 .99 47 .80 74
4 .88 25 .58 .63 19 99 40 g7 .76
5 .85 22 .54 .62 20 74 N A1 .64
6 .88 25 58 63 21 .96 22 .64 .76
7 .96 .51 g7 .60 22 A7 40 59 .38

.99 48 .80 .73 23 .88 40 .66 52
9 .92 1 .52 .78 24 A8 22 .35 29
10 .81 .18 .49 .62 25 70 28 49 41
11 .99 33 74 .79 26 .99 25 .70 82
12 .81 A8 49 .62 27 .66 37 52 .29
13 .99 25 .70 82 28 .99 37 NE) .78
14 .92 .07 49 .81 29 96 14 .59 .80
15 .99 22 .68 93 30 85 .07 44 .76
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FNTIN 9 UAANAIEIUIARILLN ABIULILIAAUNNNTAAINAL LR UN1T871

$ai It _)?H NQuEN 5(_1; ANEIUNRIUUN t
1 3.64 2.20 7.20
2 3.29 2.44 5.29
3 3.83 2.84 4.95
4 3.21 1.76 8.07
5 3.04 5.57 6.37
6 3.25 2.20 5.09 3
7 3.03 1.88 5.75
8 342 2.20 6.02
9 3.48 2.29 5.95
10 2.87 1.80 5.00
11 3.46 1.88 8.31
12 2.54 1.52 517
13 2.66 1.72 5.57
14 2.87 1.72 5.93
15 3.06 1.72 6.70
16 3.16 1.92 5.07
17 2.83 1.60 7.56
18 3.28 2.24 5.20
19 3.37 2.28 511
20 3.50 2.48 4.81

ANANNIERITLIe UL AR LIDNYIRTUIANWINGL .89
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NANNAAD NANAILIAN
ﬂu‘ﬁ Pretest | Posttest Diff ﬂuﬁl Pretest | Posttest Diff
1 12 22 10 1 26 25 -1
2 19 25 6 2 18 22 4
3 23 28 5 3 15 21 6
4 26 30 4 4 21 24 3
5 22 28 6 5 25 26 1
6 14 25 11 6 18 23 5
7 12 21 9 7 22 27 5
8 16 24 8 8 19 .25 6
9 21 26 5 9 20 24 4
10 15 24 9 10 12 18 6
11 23 30 7 11 5 12 7
12 18 24 6 12 17 23 6
13 17 22 5 13 20 24 4
14 25 30 5 14 24 26 2
15 15 21 6 15 24 28 4
16 13 18 5 16 17 22 5
17 11 23 9 17 21 24 3
18 21 27 6 18 17 21 4
19 22 26 4 19 18 25 7
20 21 28 7 20 24 26 2
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154 10 (F)

NANNAREN NRANALIAN
ﬂuﬁ Pretest | Posttest Diff ﬂw‘fi Pretest | Posttest Diff
21 21 27 5 21 17 23 6
22 26 29 3 22 14 18 4
23 24 30 6 23 12 19 7
24 14 25 11 24 24 25 1
25 15 26 11 25 19 24 5
26 25 28 3 26 18 25 7
27 15 22 7 27 23 24 1
28 15 18 3 28 7 12 5
29 18 27 9 29 15 19 4
30 14 24 10 30 12 18 6
31 15 26 1 31 19 22 3
32 17 21 4 32 10 16 6
33 22 29 7 33 23 28 5
34 20 28 8 34 15 21 6
35 8 20 12 35 10 17 7
36 17 25 8 36 10 16 6
37 5 21 16 37 9 12 3
38 18 25 7 38 i5 18 3
39 14 21 7 39 11 15 4
40 17 23 6 40 23 26 3
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NANNAKAY NANAILIAN
ﬂuﬁ Pretest | Posttest Diff ﬂuﬁl Pretest | Posttest Diff
1 39 60 21 1 53 57 4
2 56 64 8 2 50 54 4
3 49 60 11 3 44 49 5
4 69 7 2 4 50 53 3
5 50 63 13 5 61 59 -2
6 47 58 11 6 54 53 -1
7 52 69 17 7 55 63 -2
8 49 66 17 8 50 58 8
9 44 64 20 9 49 51 2
10 48 64 16 10 52 55 3
11 48 60 12 11 53 55 2
12 51 60 9 12 44 47 3
13 55 66 11 13 49 45 -4
14 48 60 12 14 45 54 9
15 55 70 15 15 51 48 -3
16 59 68 9 16 53 52 -1
17 48 64 16 17 53 56 2
18 66 88 2 18 50 45 -5
19 53 67 14 19 51 50 ~1
20 45 60 15 20 49 61 12
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ﬂwﬁ Pretest | Posttest Diff ﬂu‘ﬁ Pretest | Posttest Diff
21 48 69 21 21 59 54 -5
22 56 71 15 22 45 53 8
23 61 62 1 23 58 51 -7
24 52 60 8 24 53 55 2
25 49 69 20 25 54 52 -2
26 59 73 14 26 55 51 -4
27 49 60 11 27 49 52 3
28 44 63 19 28 38 52 14
29 47 65 18 29 45 49 4
30 59 67 8 30 45 55 10
31 49 60 11 - 31 49 45 0
32 53 72 19 32 49 51 2
33 46 65 19 33 49 54 5
34 51 61 10 34 54 65 11
35 55 65 10 35 42 56 14
36 50 58 8 36 49 59 i0
37 52 70 18 37 59 58 -1
38 46 61 15 - 38 55 55 0
39 41 56 15 39 53 67 14
40 47 60 13 40 61 53 -8
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The purpose of this study was to compare Mathayom suksa Il students’English
reading comprehension and interest in English reading through the ARC methods and
the method in the teacher’s manual

The subject for this study was 80 Mathayom Suksa Il students in the second
semester of the 1999 academic year of Assumption Suksa school, in Bangkok. They
were assigned in to 2 groups; the experimental group and control group with 40
students in each. The experimental group was taught by the ARC method; whereas the
control group was taught through the method in thee teacher’s manual. Each group was
taught with the same contents for 20 fifty-minute periods. The experimental design was
the Randomized Control-Group Pre-test Post-test design.

The instruments used in ihis study were the English reading comprehension
test and the interest in English reading questionnaires. The data was statistically
analyzed by t-test for Independent Samples and t-test for dependent Samples.

The findings for this study revealed that:

1. The English reading comprchension between the experimental and
control groups, was significantly different at the .01 level.

2. The interest in English reading, between the experimental and control
groups was significantly different at the .01 level.

3. The English reading comprehension of both the experimental and control
groups before and after the experiment was significantly different at the .01 level.

4. The interest in English reading of both the experimental and control

groups before and after the experiment was significantly different at the .01 level.
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