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Phra Maha Suriya Khamkuna (2005). An Analysis of Thai Characteristics in the
Northeastern Version of Mahavessantara Jataka (Mahachati). Master
thests, M.A.(Thai). Bangkok :Graduate School of  Snnakharinwirot
University.Committec: Assoc. Prof. Sunanta  Sorach , Assoc. Prof.Pakasri

Yenbutra.

The purposc of this thesis is o study thirteen cantos of Maha Vessantara
Jataka of the northeastern version with its focus upon four major arcas: diction,
rhetoric, figurative language and expressions. The method of  documentary
rescarch 18 cmployed and the finding 1s presented through the analytical
description,

According to the rescarch, the diction in this jataka can be categorized
into  five aspects: adverbs, anaphora, synonymous compounds, variations and
onomatopoeia. First, single adverbs and adverbial phrases are commonly used to
intensify the meanings and describe characteristics ol persons and objects in the
Jataka. Second, the technique of anaphora or repetition is applied both to
suggest the amount or degree of the content and to cmphatically display
cmotions. Third, synonymous compounds arc used for the purposes of
alliteration and meanings. Fourth, variations are found cspccially in terms of
appellation. PhraVessantara® s names are varied most, succeeding with thosc of
Phra Nang Math-Cec; thesc  vanant appellations  conventionally indicate their
distinguished wvirtues and their providential hneage. Fifth, the technique of
onomatopocia 15 adopted to mmitate the sounds of natural phenomena, animals
and other objects.

Rhetorically, four rhetorical patiemns: narration, description, argumentation
and cxemplification, are embroidered within this jaiaka. Patterns of narration and

description are [ound more than those of argumentaticn and exemplification.



Regarding  figurative  language, numerous figurative devices: simile,
metaphor, personification, hyperbole, metonymy and synesthesia, are respectively
used in this jataka. Noticeably, similes in this jataka suggest both universal and
conventional comparisons. The universal comparison can be illustrated, for
instance, through the praise of Phra Nang Math-Cee’s beauty as angels, or her
beautiful eyes like those of hog deer. Similarly, the conventional comparison
specific to Thai lifestyle can be found through these examples. Water chestnuts
are as big as buffalo horns, or rice paddics are profuse like elephant tails.

Considering the expression usage of this Northeastern version, some
Northeastern dialects correlating with central That are intricately woven into this
jataka. Each expression evidently reflects the Northeastern people’s lifestyle,

belicfs and values.
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