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This thesis studies about the modernization of public health
in the reign of King Mongkut Klao Jao Yoohua {Rama V1) (B.E.2453-
2468) by dividing tlestudy into 4 parts, namely:

1. Factors supporting the modernization ofhﬁublic health in
the reign of King Mongkut Klao Jao Yoohua (B.E.2453-2468)

2. The process of modernizing the public health in the
reign of King Mongkut Klso Jao Yoohua (B.E.2453-2468)
| 3. Obstaclgs of and solutions to the problems in carrying
out the modernization of public health in the reign of King Mongkut
Klao Jao Yoohua (B.E.2453-2468) ‘

4. The results of the modernization of public health in the
reign of King Mongkut Klao Jao Yoohua {B.E.2453-2468)

It is found from the study that the factors that lead to the
modernizatibn' of public health in the reign of King Mongkut Klao
Jao Yoohua (B.E.2453-2468) are the problems of contagious diseases
that deteriorated the health and life of the people, the role of
the press in promoting the development of the public health, the
need of manpower in the agricultural sector, the role of high class
people in the public health work, such as the role of Prince
Sonkhla .Nakharin as a representative of the Thai Government in
negotiating for the assistance from the Rockefeller Foundation
which pledged to assist in pmedical education, and finally the

internationl help and cooperation given to Thailand in the area of

public health.
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From the above factors, various measures were undertaken to
modernize the public health in the reign of King Mongkut Klao Jao
Yoohua ({B.E.2453-2468). The Department of Public Health was set
up. Certain laws were passed to make the rules and regulation to
solve the problem of contagious diseases and to promote the
people’s hygiene, Medicalheducation was developed to have more
medical officers up to the international standard. Treatment
was reformed by setting up new working units of public health,
Vsuch as hospitals, As for the prevention of diseases, the
emphasis was on giving the knowledge about hygiene to tbe people,
The modernization of public health in the reign of King
Mongkut Klao Jao Yoohua (B.E.2453-2468) faced a few major
obstacles., First, there was the misunderstanding of the people
in modernizing the public health Que to the use of new methods
which differed from traditional treatment that people got used
to. The second obs£acle Was the shortage of the budget for the
implementation of modernizing the public health. Finallf, there
was the shortage of experts in modern public health. The
Government tried to solve the problem of the misunderstanding of
the people by making a campaign of giving information to the people
in various sectors as many as possible, by ﬁsing the public
relations methods, such as movies, ‘exhibitions, and the
distribution of public health books. As for the shortage of
personnel, the Government put much effortin promotiqg and upgrading

the teaching of medical education and of nursing to reach a higher
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Standard. For the laEk of budget, the Govmﬁment tried to persuade
the private sector to assist in their work by setting up public
health working units, especially in the country, such as provincial
hospitals, rural medical wunits (hygienic stations). All these
public health units were supported by th local people.

Thanks to the Government’s development in public health in
the reign of King Mongkut Klac Jao Yoohua, people adopted new
habits, for example, Thai people leamed to use lavatory. The high
death rate caused b& the spread of contagious diseases was reduced.
The average age of Thei people increased. People knew how to keep
clean and to improve their environment so that it would be beneficiai
to their living., Therefore, it can be said that the modernization

of public health has really been useful to Thailand and her people.
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