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The purposes of this research were : to investigate
the motivation of students to enroll in language classes in
private language schools which is nonformal education ; and
to compare the students’ motivation, classified by sex, age,
occupation, educational background and the chosen language.

The research samples were 900 language students randomly
selected from those who registered one of 3 languages : English,
Japanese and French during July 1992 in foreign language
schools, situated in the Bangkok Metropolitan.

Data collecting tool is a set of rating scale
questionaires asking students’motivation in six aspects : for
communication purposes, the others expectation, career
improvement, escaping present situation, community benefits
and cognitive interest. Statistics used for data analyses
includes Arithmetic Mean, Standard Deviation, t-test, and
F-test.

The research findings are summarized as follows :

1. Student personal data From 900 samples,34.78 %

are male and B85.22 % are female. The students’age is at the
minimum of 14 years old. The largest age group are 14-20 and
21-27 years old. Considering career aspect, 42.56 % have worked
in business/service sector, 39.11 % are students, the rest are
in other occupation while only 5.11 % are unemploved. As for

educational background, 40.33 % are the holder of Bachelor



degree, 32.67 % completed a secondary education, 14.867 %
finished a certificate or a diploma and 12.33 % passed primary
school.Considering from the chosen language, 83.50 % have

taken English, 12.44 % Japanese and 4.00 % French.

2. Enrolment motivation. The average means of

mot.ivation considering from all the six aspects is at a
moderate level. In case of considering each aspect, cognitive
interest and communicating purpose are at high level; career
improvement, community benefits and the others as expectation
are at a moderate one. Escaping present situation is at a low
level.

The highest average score of motivation up to 10
individual items are: need to impréve oneself, need to have
language capability, likeness and interest, need to havé Job
advancement, to have basic knowlege for higher study, for
daily life usage, to make use of free time, for social

acceptance and for social benefits.

3. Group Comparison. There is no significantly

difference according to male and female students. The
significantly differences are found when classified by age,

'occupation, educational background and chosen language.



4, Students'opinion and suggestions

4.1 General opinion. The students’ satisfactions

are on teacher's knowledge and ability, opportunity of
knowledge application, teaéhing methods, benefits from
studying, classroom atmosphere, the difficulty of contents
of the courses, classroomdecoration and teaching/learning

mnaterials.

4.2 Teaching /learning problems. Problems specified

by the students are : the curriculum content is not suitable
to student educational background, lacking of teaching skills
of teacher, having not enough practice, lacking of teaching

materials, unproper classroom and high tuition fee.

4.3 General suggestions. Suggestions made by the

students are : practicing in the class should be more,
t.eaching materials should be provided, the difficulty of the
contents should be suitable to student educational background,
extra curricular activities should be added; and variety of

teaching techniques should be used.
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