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Thanarat Yoosukcharoen. (2015). A Study of Vocal Accompaniment of the Royal Khon
Performance “Ramakian: Prommas”. Dissertation M.A. (Ethnomusicology) Bangkok:
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Regulating Committee: Assist. Prof. Dr.

Rujee Srisombut, Dr. Veera Phansue.

A Study of vocal accompaniment of the Royal Khon Performance “Ramakian:
Prommas” was conducted under the objectives of 1. Studying techniques of vocal
accompaniment of the Royal Khon Performance “Ramakian: Prommas” and 2. Establishing a
relation between musical and vocal accompaniment of the Royal Khon Performance “Ramakian:
Prommas”.
By processing the research using ethnomusicology methods, the obtained
results were as follows.
The techniques of vocal accompaniment of the Royal Khon Performance
“Ramakian: Prommas” were analyzed under 5 criteria, i.e. 1. Lyrics: The lyrics implies 7 different
emotional expressions of a musical piece. These are unstimulated emotion, anger, liveliness,
elation, pleasure, delight and enchantment. The lyrics also depicts specific scenic situation
such as addressing beauty and commotion. Moreover, lyrical punctuation also indicates
particular singing techniques. Different emotions as well as scenic situations require different
style of lyrical manipulation. 2. Melisma: There are 2 types of melismatic techniques found, i.e.
melodic melisma and decorative melisma. Melodic melisma can be fragmented into melodic
phrases whereas the decorative melisma is integrated within the lyrics itself. 3. Rhythm: 4
rhythmic patterns were found, i.e. CHAN DIO, SONG CHAN, CHING TAD and CHANG-WA
SAMAN. 2 types of Ching’s rhythmic patterns were found, i.e. sole Ching stroke and alternate
Ching-Chub stroke. 10 Types of Drums’ rhythmic pattern were found, i.e. SMING TONG, PROB
KAI, KRAO NAI, KRAO NOG, TRA SONG CHAN, KRAO RAM, LING LOD, TAYAE KLONGYON,
SDAYONG and SONG MAI. 7 punctuating instruments were used, i.e. Ching, Krab Puang,
Klong Kaek, Ta Pone, Klong Tad, Poeng and Klong Chana. The beat of vocal accompaniment
was also studied and was found have 4 different tempi, i.e. fast, moderate, fairly slow and slow.
4 Breathing: It was found that there were 3 types of breath manipulation, i.e. normal breathing,
melodically connective or expressive breathing and breathing in a free-rhythm musical piece. 5.

Vocal techniques: The basic vocal techniques found were KHRAN, KRA THOB, UEAN SAM



SIANG, “HEU-NGOE-OE” melisma, nasal accent, SABUD SIANG. These techniques were
present both within lyrical words and melisma. Apart from this, the researcher has also studied
musical expression which is a fundamental basics for theatrical vocal accompaniment that
possibly suggest how various techniques should be executed. The affected techniques are
vocal intensity, speed, pronunciation, melisma and breathing.

The relation between musical and vocal accompaniment of the Royal Khon
Performance “Ramakian: Prommas were found under following issues 1. There are 3 ways in
which a music piece begins; vocal, instrumental and simultaneously both, 2. There are 2 ways
of musical-vocal transmission, i.e. vocalist catching up instrumental lead and parallel
transmission, 3. Vocal-musical transmission exists in some musical pieces and does not in some
other, 4. KLAO singing: there are 4 musical pieces in which KLAO singing is observed, 5.
LUMLONG singing: there is only one musical piece in which LUMLONG singing is observed, 6.
Vocal bridging exists in some musical pieces and does not in some other and 7. There are 2

ways in which a musical piece ends, i.e. instrumental ending and vocal ending.
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