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Community Thonburi District, Bangkok Metropolitan. Master thesis, M.F.A.
(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisor Committee: Assoc. Prof. Kanchana Intrarasunanon, Asst. Prof.

Prateep Lountratana-ari.

The study of conditions and roles of Chinese music in Taladplu Community
Thonburi District, Bangkok Metropolitan had research objectives as follow: 1. to study the
conditions and roles of Chinese music in Taladplu Community Thonburi District, Bangkok
Metropolitan; 2. to study the transfer process of the Chinese music in Taladplu Community
Thonburi District, Bangkok Metropolitan.

The study results revealed that a large number of ethnic Thai-Chinese live in
Taladplu Community. They take some rest in their leisure time from work by meeting at
various societies. There, they play music, sing and dance to relax and release stress from
work. Thus, two Chinese music societies were established, i.e. Sampaokengteng Society
and Iw-huakokkauju Society. There were 3 free lance musicians. The musicians in
Taladplu Community aged 28 — 84 years. The Chinese music was transferred from the old
Chinese and Thai-Chinese to only few Thai-Chinese. The old Chinese immigrant musicians
and Thai-Chinese were decreasing. There were few band musicians. The people who like
to train in Chinese music did not increase. This was due to the existing Chinese music was
neither shown much to public nor the music teaching was done seriously. The musicians
still had some job contacts. At the Sampaokengteng Society, there are music exercises on
every Saturday and Sunday, 18.00 — 23.00 hours or until members return home. At Iw-
huakokkayju Society, there are similar music exercises; Ngnew songs were sung from
11.00 — 17.00 hours on every Tuesday and Saturday. Other free lance musicians exercise
music at their own home.

Trainers. Those who had listened to more music or had more knowledge and
experiences in music would teach or review songs to members. Sometimes, teachers from
Chon Buri, i.e. Acharn Chor Sae Gnow and Acharn Sailiak Sae Lee, came to teach

Chinese music to interested people at Sampaokengteng Society. At Iw-huakokkauju



Society, Khun Sornnan Mancharoenchai assisted by Khun Amant were trainers for those
interested in Chinese music. The public were welcome to listen to or play Chinese music
or Ngnew songs. This made Chinese music more well known. External people such as
neighbours and friends were provided opportunities to attend music exercises or listen to
music.

Transfer. Khun Thanaset Suphasisan and Khun Charatpat Suphasisan had
music transfer from their ancestors. They own both Sampaokengteng at Ampawa and
Bangkok. Another person is Khun Nida who had father teaching her playing Ku jeng since
she was young. Those interested in Chinese music would be adopted to attend or listen
to the music at the society before adopted as students.

Teachings. The teachings were conducted at Sampaokengteng Society and Iw-
huakokkauju Society. The teaching contents were not fixed. The transfer was conducted
orally providing descriptions to help understand more various issues. Demonstration
method was also used. Similar numbers are used to represent Chinese music scores in
each place. The Jian ku numbers used to represent the music scores are popular in

Chinese bands.
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