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Abstract

Imam’s Self-Perception of Their Roles in Developing the Quality of Life of Muslims

in Thailand

by
Associate Professor Manee Choothai

The preparation of leaders for public health work in developing the people’s quality
of life was the main duty of health education specialists or health education operators aiming
at changing the general public’s health behavior with their co-operation.

355 out of 3,145 Imams all over the country were sampled to study the practical
roles of Imams in developing Muslims’ life. The study factors were regional sites, ages, marital
status, careers, how to become an Imam, the level of religious education, general education
level, income and time length of Imam’s duties.

The results were as follows :

1. The majority of Imams were in the south and the™ central part of Thailand
respectively. Most were agriculturists of over 60 and had only one wife. They
were elected imam by the public. The religious education were basic study and
secondary school while the general education were at the primary school level.
Their incomes were less than 3,000 bath / month. The period of their Imam’s
duties were 1 - 5 years and over 16 years.

2. The Imam’s practical duties regarding religion and morality were at good level
while about education and cuiture, economy, society, politics and rules were fair.

3. The difference of regional sites, ages, careers, how to become an imam,
religious education, general educational levels and the period of Imam’s duties
significantly influenced the roles in developing the quality of Muslims’ life.

However, marital status and different incomes did not statistically affect the

roles in developing the quality of life of Muslims.
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