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THAI BOATS : CASE STUDY OF THAI BOAT IN WAT YANG NA RANGSI INDIGENOUS
BOAT MUSSIUM,LOUBRI! PROVINCE
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Orawan Somjainuk (2004) Thai Boats : Case Study of Thai Boats in Wat Yang Na Rangsi Indigenous
Boat Museum, Lopburi Province.Master thessis. M.Ed.(Arts Education), Bangkok : Graduate
School, Srinakarinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Assoc. Prof. Wannarat Tangcharoen ,

Assist. Prof. Amnart Yensabai

This research is aimed for studying the various types and shapes of Thai indigenous boats,
the way of living, ritual ceremony and beliefs relating to these Thai boats. The result
of this study is summarized as follows :

After the analysis of the collected data, the study reveals that Thai boats shown in Wat Na
Yang Na Rangsi Indigenous Boats Museum are divided into two groups according to boats building
method. The first group is a dug-out boat made of the whole tree trunk, having 8 categories of shapes;
i.e. “Chala boat” (L‘%ﬂﬁ:&h), “Phai-Ma boat” ((5aw1u3n), “Mard boat” (L?am@), “Pig boat” (L?avsg).
“Pong boat” (:38l14), “Phee Lok boat” (I3afinaan), “Yao boat” (138817), “Mard Khone boat” (13831
I'lm). The second group is a boat which is built of wood boards, having 9 categories of shapes; i.e.
“Slender shape lifeboat” (L?EJUG\ESULLUULW‘%U’J), “Lifeboat with narrow prow” (L‘s‘anmmuﬁ'n“smw‘%m),
“Krasaeng boat” (L‘%Ems:u.‘m), “Khem boat"(ﬁatﬁu), “Parb boat” (L'%E]'ﬂ’m), “Slender Sampan boat”
(L?az%ﬁaﬁmw‘ém), “Sampan Suan boat” (ﬁaihﬁumu), “Sampan Khon boat” (ﬁaﬁ'\ﬂvuﬂau), “Mail boat”
(L%aLuﬁ). The result of boat shapes analysis reveals that all categories of boat shapes have the
same structure but they are of different sizes due to different utilization purposes. The kinds of wood
which are commonly used for building these Thai boats are teakwood ("I.&Té’n), Makha wood (vLafl'u:ﬂ"l),
Takhian wood (lii@zifien), Mayom Hom wood (lifuzsumen) and Yang wood (laf13). These Thai
boats are moved along the rivers by paddling, poling and oaring.

Regarding the way of living of Thai people in the past, they liked to locate their houses and
important buildings along the riverside to facilitate their travelling and transportation from one place to
another place because in the past river is the main line of communication. People liked to build their
houses with the floors lifted up from the underground in order to prevent their houses from being flooded
during the rainy season. Rivers are the resources of consumer goods and water supply for irrigation.
Formerly, along the riverside, there were ritual ceremonies and beliefs such as Loy Phom Fai Ceremony
(WEaasuu'lW), Loy Krathong Festival (Uszintiaasnszng), Boat Songs Singing Festival (Usziwdin1g
idwwad3a) , Yao Boat Paddiing Contest Festival (Ussiwdinisuasi3as13), Tod Pha Pa and Tod
Krathin Ceremony (naainy wa@mﬁu), Mae Ya Nang Spirit Worshipping Ceremony when a kept boat
was floated in the river, the ceremony of worshipping Mae Ya Nang Spirit after the building of Yao boat
(Sam’J) was finished. After this kind of boat was built, people held a ritual ceremony for inviting Mae Ya
Nang Spirit, regarded by boatman as sacred, to dwell in the boat's prow. Later on, roads and highways
have been constructed and linked throughout the country. Besides, waterworks and electricity supply
began to accede to the rural areas. People prefer travelling by roads to travelling by waterway because

of faster and more convenient communication on roads. The important roles of boats and rivers have



gradually been reduced. Boats, festivals, ritual ceremony and beliefs relevant to boats have gradually
disappeared from Thai people’s way of living. At present, there is a policy to restore the river's
environment. The Thai Government in collaboration with private agencies and local people have begun

to preserve the customs and ritual ceremonies as the heritage of Thai coming generation.
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