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Choomwattana, Dr. Penpisut Thongmee.

This research aims to study the background and the factors related to Holy Men’s
Rebellions in the Northeast of Siam as well as the forms, methods, characteristics, including
aftermaths of Holy Men’s Rebellions occurring in the Northeast during 1936 — 1959 in order
to study and analyze similarities or differences of Holy Men’s Rebellions taking place before
and after 1936.

It is found that Holy Men’s Rebellions occurring during 1936 — 1959 had totally
three periods as follows. The first period: Mor Lam Noi Chada Rebel (1936) — this rebellion
resulted from taxation policy of government, state education system, and administration
local clergy Mor Lam Noi Chada used his ability as a folk singer to sing verses concerning
the problems of people who suffered from government policies as well as using people’s
belief in Metteyya to persuade them to join his group. However, the movement did not last
long and Mor Lam Noi Chada was arrested by the government authorities. The second time:
Mor Lam Sopa Pontree Rebel (1939) — This rebelion occurred from the education system
imposed by the central government, land taxation, and forestry law. Mor Lam Sopa Pontree
used her ability as a folk singer to sing verses to describe various problems so her verses
become popular. However, her singings often attacked the government. They were afraid
that the situation might be escalated and would harm the country. The group of Mor Lam
Sopa Pontree was therefore finally arrested. The third time: Sila Wongsin Rebellion — This
rebellion occurred from the problems of starvation and drought in the Northeastern region.
But Sila Wongsin could help people who joined the rebellion not to starve and had adequate
food without doing any work. They just had to pray and follow instructions of Sila Wongsin
only. The characteristics of people’s gathering as organized by Sila was similar to the
concepts of the Communists. As a result, the government of Sarit Thanarat could not allow
this movement to exist any longer and they suppressed this movement seriously.

In addition, the study results indicated that the rebellion occurring after 1939 were
both similar and different from the rebellion occurring before 1936. Due to the rebellion after
1939 which continued the concept of "Metteyya", a key basis for movement. Nonetheless,
there were forms, methods, and characteristics of movement different from the rebellion
taking place before 1936. The time of gathering, the groups of people joining the revolts,
problems leading to the movement, the purposes of the movement, including suppressive
methods of government were caused by changes in politics, economy, society and culture
in the central region and the Northeastern region. Moreover, the rebellion occurring after
1939 was a factor that drove the central government to develop this region to a certain
extent of progress.
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