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2449 4,928,808 55,514,544 8.87
2450 3,952,052 54,283,714 ' 7.28

2451 3,051,386 58,920,361 5.71
2452 6,883, 682 60,686,502 11.34

2453 6,954,351 61,355,059 11.33

2454 7,342,380 59,462,278 12.35.
2455 6,981,012 64,776,479 10.77

2456 7,314,646 72,093,342 10.14

2457 7,441,443 71,145,915 ' 10.45

2458 7,688,457 74,356,484 10.33

2459 8,069,176 79,498,124 10.14
2460 8,340,672 82.462.744 10.11

2461 8,409,813 87,814,284 9.57

2462 9.251,137 90,682,036 10.20

Fa0 - GAUUASANN NAB. 5. 5 A. 5 1/24. QUUSEINMINUETEN 124, (17 ¥N3HAN)

R Statistigal Year,Book of Thai Kingdom.of Siam,

2477,

pp. 26, 300.

Bl E- 2476_
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A5 11 aﬁat3u§ﬁyUnwinwstLﬁﬂuLGuSWHlﬁuBQﬂizanﬁ W.A. 2463 - 2482

-

.6, LustIuns 1 us e lfsm Lusgums i
(1) () e e mant tuz
2463 8,176,495 80,340,177 10.17
2464 7,749,234 79,624,942 9.73
2465 7,207,425 “78,076,581 9.23
2466 6,930,046 81,598,588 8.49
2467 7,126,567 85,182,219 8.36
2468 7,036,264 - 92,712,662 7.58
2469 10,059,653 100,590,765 10.00
2470 10,046,679 117,442,511 | 8.55
2471 9,723,127 106,963,080 9.09
2472 9,687,279 107,117,334 9.04
2473 9,588,956 96,322,219 9.95
2474 9,084,833 78,943,233 11.50
2475 7,743,180 79,651,369 9.72
2476 7,369,238 83,734,821 8.80
2477 6,196,082 94,004,764 6.59
2478 6,921,346 94,663,495 7.31
2479 7,253,972 120,318,856 6.02
2480 6,923,031 109,412,311 6.32
2481 7,738,272 118,233,306 6.54
2482 316,218 141,330,091 0.22

$a : seuraean goawensasieiszindlng,  UITH 20, LANT 2. W.E. 2480-

2481, W.U.U. W 272,278 URE USTW 21. LN 2. W.A. 2482 - 2487

a sl 8l e 2R . 384,
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0 : . :

To 1ubr1cate the state mach1nery. early Ayutthayan governments
demanded labor serv1ce from its male c1t1zens, called ph;g_. Due to -
the expan31on of trade w1th forelgn nations durlng ‘the later Ayutthaya;
perlod the governments allowed phrai who 11ved in the frlnge of the
klngdom or 1n the areas where items for trade were in deland to send
the spe01f1ed commodltles to the royal treasury in lieu of gervice in
:person.. | | |

Thls corvee labor requxrement had been qulte a. cumbersome
'burden for Tha1 men for many generations, and the 1ater Ayutthayan
'}hlstory w1tnesses many male c1tlzens attempted to evade it. This
s1tuat10n contlnued to erode unt11 Ayutthaya fell.

The-changes in social, economlcy as well as domestic '
p011t1ca1 91tuat10n in the early Bangkok perlod prompted its
.government to require its male c1tlzens to pay the poll tax of -18 baht
per person per annum in stead of serving the government in person
or sendlng in tax in klnd like their predecessors had done. Klng
.-,Chulalongkorn who came’ to the throne in 1868 was well aware that the
rate of the poll tax was rather high relatlve to the country’ s
economlc 51tuat10n, therefore, he reduced the tax to 6 baht per-person
. per annum. This ylelded a grat1fy1ng result as the government tax :
income increased dramatically. The new rate was Iow:enough asito.hahe :

tax evasion unworthy of its -troublesome consequences.



AVPoll tax left'two‘significaht.impreseions'on-Thai history.
: First, it liberated mele citizens'froh‘hhe'voke of the corvee
reddirement At.the sane tihe, it heloedﬁto:strengtheh the power‘of-r
K1ng Chulalongkorn v1s a vis that of hlS OffICIal PlV&lS._ The:_i .
_stronger the royal purse, the more powerful the k1ng became v&n
'reveree proportlon to the klng 8 ever 1ncreas1ng power, the polltloal
:=clout of the off1c1al decl1ned. Second-:the poll tax was in fact
'unfa1r since it required every male, r1ch and poor allke, to pay the;
-_.same-amount. It also prevented the government to earn iricome in
. relatlve proportlon to the country s economlc growth
As time marched on to the forth decade of the twentleth
eentury{_the poll tax, once a genius_ter“resolqtion,jbecame ohso}etev;f
aho:wes an impediment torprogressfv Its-aemise; quite.similar to its'
genesis, wae conditioned by the chahges_in sooial, economie, as well
ias ooliticel situation of‘itsftime, The new_tak.code prdclaimed

.in 1938 closed the chapter of the poll tax.in Thai history.
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