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This study was aimed at investigating (1) variables influencing
interest of the villagers, (2) situation activities which promoted
nonformal learning and encouraged reading enthusiasm in the villages
and (3) opinions of the villagers on how to motivate rural villagers
to read.

The target populatfon consisted of rural villagers in Sakon
Nakhon Province who were selected for this study with the application
of a multi-stage random sampling technique. Three Amphoes (Districts)

in this Province were randomly selected, 2 villages were then chosen

from each Amphoe; 30 villagers were then ramomized from each village,

15 of whom were rated by either the village headman or the reading center
authorities as "much interest”" in reading while the remaining 15 villagers
as "little interest" in reading. The total number of villagers served

in this study was 180,

Two data collection strategies were empleoyed; structured inter-
views and the Likert-scale questionnaire. The researcher made field-
trips to those selected villages to collect the data, with the assistance
of local Nonformal Education Center Officials. In data analyses, the
following statistical approaches were utilized: frequency distribution,
percentage, means, variance, standard deviationb t-test and xz.

The study ylelded the following findings.

1. Variables influencing the reading interest of the villagers,
classified into personal variables and surrounding varlables, appeared

as follows:



Personal Variables. The following variables were found to
be in a greater degree in the '"much interest" group than the "little
{nterest" group. literate skills, ability to purchase reading materials,
realizing the inprotance of reading, good reading habits, and time spent
on reading. It was further found that the two qroups were signi-
ficantly different in each of those variables.

Surrounding Variables. The following variables were found
to have influence upon the reading interest of the rural villages:

(1) The availability of the reading materials; Both groups agreed

that reading materials were not sufficiently available at most reading
centers., The first group-the one with "much interest", showed more
interest in réading than the second group the one with "little interest”,
when reading materials were readily available. (2) The quality of the
reading materials. The first group reported that the following aspects
of the materials were more attractive to the readers; contents of the
materials, simplicity of the language, information which could be applied
and practised, reasonable prices and accessibility of the materials.

The second reported that the applicable inforaation‘of the material was
the most important variable which would attract the readers the most,
followed in rank by the clarity and size of print, and the simplicity.
(3) The encouragement by the local leaders and the officials. Signifi-
cantly, more villagers in the first qroup received such encouragement
than those in the second qroup. (4) The encouragement by neighbours

and family members., Significantly, more villagers in the first group

recelved such encouragement than those in the second group. (53) The



reading center visitation. Significantly more villagers in the first
group made visitations to the reading centers than those in the second
group.

2. The community activities which promoted nonformal learning
and encouraged the reading enthusissts. More villagers in the firet
group were well aware of the existence, and used the services of the
public libraries as well as the moblle libraries, than those in the
second group. The Project for the Promotion of Quality of Life had

reportedly not yet reached these villages. However, the rural villagers,

mainly those in the first group, had heard about this project.

3. The opinions of the villagers on how to motivate rural
villagers to ;ead. The majority of the rural villagers believed that
. literacy was the most inportant variable which would lead the readers
to the wide-open world. In addition, reading, as they believed, would
keep them become well-informated which was vital for they living. The
reading materials they liked best were those with good and applicable

contents and reasonable prices.
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