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THE FRANCO-THAI RELATIONS DURING THE PERIOD OF THE FRENCH

OCCUPATION OF CHANTHABURI AND TRAT IN 1893-1907 A.D.

This Thesis is a studyhaf the Franco=Thai relations during
the period of the French occupation of Chanthaburi and Trat since
the Naval Action at Paknam in 1893 A.D. The writer desires to
Prosent the following facts., Firstly France occupied both
Chanthaburi and Trat as a bargaining tool in order to annex the
Mekong Valley of Thailand; secondly, during the French occupation
in question, France did not interfere with Thai aiministration in
Chanthaburi and mostly Trat, thirdly the Thal government solves
these problems by the decision- of King Chulalongkorn, strongly
advised by Strobel, the General Adviser to the Thai government.

The Thai governmént attempted to negotiate with France and
was willing to givedn to France demands in order that France
would consent to evacuate Chanthaburi and Trat. The occupation
of Chanthaburi was a matter of national security to Thailand.

Finally, France agreed to conclude enother treaty in 1907,
evacuating Chanthaburi and Trat but in return, a portion of the
right bank of %he Mekong opposite to Luang Prabang and the three
provinces of Battambang, Siemreap ard Sisophon had to'be given her,
in exchange.,

After the conclusion of the Franco~-Thai treaty in 1907,
French troops finally left Thai territory. 1In ;hdition to thas
withdrawal, France gave Thailand jurisdiction over French Asiatic

-

subjects in the Thai law courts.

i



Thus, ended the long tug-of-war between France and Thailand
in 1907, over the three provi;ces of Cambodia, e.g. Battambang,
Siemreap and Sisophon which the Government of Napoleon III had to
confirm as being Thailand's territory on the Franco-Siamese

-

Treaty of 1867,
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