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Nisira Kayaras. (2016). Eco-Museum Model for Community - Based Tourism : A Case
Study of Chang Thun Sub-District , Borai District, Trat Province. Dissertation, D.A.
(Arts and Cultural Research). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisor Committee: Assoc.Prof. Amnart Yensabai, Prof. Dr. Wiroon Tungcharoen,

Asst. Prof. Dr. Phadung Prommoon.

This research on “Eco-museum Model for Community-based Tourism: A Case Study
of Chang Thun Sub-District, Bo Rai District, Trat Province” has three underlying objectives:
first to understand the context under which the Chang Thun community adopted the eco-
museum model; second to examine the process of establishing the eco-museum by the
community; third to develop the eco-museum model from the experience of the Chang Thun
community. Drawing primarily upon a qualitative research method including participant
observation in the community for a certain period of time, in-depth interviews and focus
group, the dissertation demonstrates that the Chang Thun community strategically uses the
concept of eco-museum to help address the key challenges facing the community
particularly an environmental degradation as results of gem mining and monocrop plantation
and a cultural extinction of an indigenous ethnic of the ‘Chong-Samre’.

On the contrary to the eco-museum models in Europe and East Asia where state
authorities tend to be the key actors, the Chang Thun eco-museum has seen the central
roles of communities in the thorough process of eco-museum development from rebuilding
collective memories on various tangible and intangible heritages of the community such as
the Chong-Samre language, tradition, and customs, redefining the socio-cultural and
ecological territory for instance the sacred area of the mountain and cooperating in various
activities with diverse actors involved especially in managing a eco-museum tourism
program. The practice of an eco-museum at the Chang Thun community, in turn, provides a
useful model for the study of eco-museology in a number of ways. First and foremost, it
brings the community back into the study of eco-museum. Second, it seeks to find the right
balance between the seemingly opposing objectives of development and conservation. Last
but not least, it demonstrates the interconnectedness among socio, cultural and natural

ecology and designs activities accordingly.
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