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" The Content Analysis of Prathom III science Textbooks
in accordance with the Objectives

of Science Teaching

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze four Prathom III science
textbooks as prescribed by the Ministry of BEducation in terms of their
content presentation and evaluation in accordance with the objectives of
science teaching in lower primary level.

The analysis was conducted by means of group discussion which ten
members were to interprete the objectives and, then, set up the criteria
for the analysis. Five members of the group were assigned to analyze
the textbooks according to the proposed criteria ana ppesent the result
in a form of the scores given for each chapter and then for the whole
book. The reliability of judgements was then calculated for each book
analysed.

The findings indicated that all four science textbooké were found
to be ha;é their content presentations and evaluations followed mostly
the objectives number 2, 3 and 5 respectively, whereas objectives number
10, 11 and 7 showed the least éorrespondencen Moreover, none of the four
science textbooks were found to be congruous with objective number 8.
The judgement reliability was higher than .99.

It is recommended that the results of this study will be a helpful

guide and give much convenience to science teacher and textbook-writers



in selecting textbooks, improving their teadhing and writing if they
properly add the missing contents to meet the required objectives.

. Further more; there should be more resecarch concerning the analysis of
science textbooks with concentration on their significance and priorities
of objectives of science teaching in lower primary level.

The objectives of science teaching according to the Ministry of

Education 1960 were as follows :

1. to create an interest in nature, and,; know how to observe its
environment,

2. to become familiar with the objects and phenomena of their
environment and their cause of existence,

_3} to appreciate the cause and effect relationship and train
students to seek facts in order to lay the foundation for the
understanding of science,

4. to use acquired knowledge to improve one's own way of living
and that of the community,

5. to know how to apply science principles to solve problems of
everyday living,

6. to encourage pupils to continue their interest in science
through participation in appropriate hobbies,

7. to know and appreciate the destructive as well as the beneficial
aspects of science, -

8. to know how to use and preserve public properties and natural
beauties,

9. to understand the value of conservation of natural resources
and the destructive results of their exploitation,

10. to be informed of the part that science plays in 1nternat10nal
relations,

11. to develop initiative and creative power in pupils so that they
will have basic skill as a foundation for earning a living.
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