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Supanee Chouyboonchu. (2016). Ruemmamuad: A Case Study of Ritual Music for Ward off
Bad Luck at Ban Panglang, Ta Phraya District, Sa Kaeo Province, Thailand. M.F.A
(Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakarinwirot University. Advisor

Committee: Dr.Nuttika Soontorntanaphol.

This dissertation is related to Ethnomusicology. The study methodology used in this
study included related research, interviews and observations. The purposes of this research
are as listed below, as follows: 1) To study the ceremony of Ruem-mamuad to ward off bad
luck, by Thai-Khmer people who live in Panglang village, Ta Pharya District, Sa Kaeo
Province, Thailand. 2) To study the ritual music used in the ceremony of Ruemmamuad by
Thai-Khmer people who live in Panglang village, Ta Pharya District, Sa Kaeo Province,
Thailand. The results found that (1) the ceremony of Ruemmamuad is used to ward off bad
luck, a ritual of the Thai-Khmer people, who live in Panglang village, and involves belief in
superstition and spiritualism, including ghosts demons and angels. The purpose of the
ceremony is to lessen the bad fortune, which are believed to be caused by any
inappropriate behaviours, for example, such as swearing at or insulting the holy spirit, In
another instance, one of the most unfortunate events was when someone fallen ill and
cannot be cured by modern medicine. The people in the village will form the belief that the
sick person had insulted the spirits of the ancients, either intentionally or accidentally, and
had been punished by the spirits to suffer mentally and physically. As a consequence, this
ceremony is a solution to help ameliorate the impact of the illness and the suffering of the
sick person. The beneficial side of the ceremony Ruemmamuad is that it can restore faith
and happiness as well as bringing equality and unity to the community. This makes the
community stronger as a whole, both socially and spiritually. In the ceremony process, (2)
To study the ritual music used in the ceremony of Ruemmamuad by Thai-Khmer people
who live in Panglang village found that the medium, called Mamuad (witch), will perform the
duty of bridging the gap between the spiritual and material world. The mamuad or the
medium will dance to the music played with local music instruments, throughout the whole

process. Also, guidance to solve the problem will be provided in the process. The music



used is unique to this ceremony and to this region. The Panglang village orchestra (Mahori)
performs the music in such ceremonies. The tunes and the lyrics have been inherited

through the oral tradition and without written guidance.
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