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The purposes of this research were to investigate the
information systems in rural areas on village reading centers
and the village broadcasting stations in 5 aspects s general
situations and operations, opportmlities for nonformal learning,
abilities in reading and writing, information Interest, and
opinion on de.vechpment of the village reading centers and
broadcagting stations. |

The research was undertaken in Nong Xhai Province, by
selecting 18 villages with 3 different levels 61‘ village reading
centers : good, moderate, and to-be-improved. "Out of these
number, 9 villages had the village boardcasting stations, while
the rest had none. The instrunent used for collecting data
were the questiomnaire and interview forms for 318 sample subjects.

The findings were sumnarized as follows :

1. Gemf.ral Situations and Operations., It was found that
most of the village reading centers, or 11 of them, were located
in the village centers, while the rest of 7 centers were in the
temples, schools, and outside the villages. There were 12 of
the centers had separate locations, while the rest were attached
to other establishwent = 2 with school libraries, 3 in the
village headmen's houscs, and 1 in the temple. It was found -
that 13 of the centers were built by shared budgets contributed
by the villagers, while the rest from extcrnul'i‘-tmd:s ~ 1 from the

Member of the Parliament, and 4 in the headmen's houses and the



temple were built with no costs., It was found that 12 centers
were under good care and responsibility, 3 not under good care
and responsibility, and 3 lacked care and responsibility, It
wés also found that there were 14 persons on average going to
‘use the services of the village reading centers

In regard to the general situations and operations of"
thé village broadcasting stations, it was found that 4 of them
were located in the village centers, 2 in the headmen's houses,
1 in the temple, and 1 in the school, Five of‘them were built by
the shared budgets from the villagers, 2 from the Members of
Parliament, 1 from the témple, and 1 from the schoel, Four of
the broadcasting stations had the committee in charge, while
the rest were taken care by the owners of the places where they
ware located.

2. Opportunities for Nonformal Learning. It was found
that 41.19% of the sample read newapapers regularly, 35.63% read
irregularly, and 23.2 never read at all, It was also found that
64.24% read fram the reading centers, and the rest would read at
home, from homes of friends or relatives, and shops, The toplcs
of interest in the newspapers were general .neus, entertainment
nevs, agricultural news, and sport news respectively. They also
had opportunities to read magazines, short stories, religious

books, and folk laws in respective order. They also had



opportunities to read government publications on public health,
manuals and guldelines on agriculture, and educational documents
" respectively. |

In regard to radio. ifiwas found that 71.38% of the sample
listented to radlo every day. The programs they took interest
were songs, novels, general news, gnd six o'clock news. In regard
to the television, it was found that 20.44% watched television
every day. The programs of interest were movies, plays, songs,
daily news, and sport news respectively. In regard to the
movies, it was found that 62,26% saw movies occasionally or
infrequently. The movies they saw were out-doars movies brought.
into the villages once a month on average, while the government .
docunentary movies were brought in once or twice a year.

3, Abilities in Reading and Wwriting., It was found that
34,.42% of the sample could read well, 65.58% could read fairly,
It was also found that 11.01% could write well, and 88.99% could
write fairly. When abilitles in reading and writing were compared,
41 was found that the sample in the villages with good village
reading centers had higher abilitics in reading than the sample
groups in the villages with moderaterund to~be-improved levels.
However, there was no difference in writing abilities among 3

levels of villages.



4. Information Iterestion. It was found that the sample
who were men took interest in new vocations, guidelines on
agriculture, flok laws, new subjects, political movements, tales,
and plays, whilsthe mowen took interest in general comercial
nevw, topics on making living, entertainment news, folk news,

_and advice on h;alth.

when considered by marital status, it was found that the
sample who wers single took interest in subjects on scientific
and inventions and discoveries, topics on new.vocations, sport
news, folk laws, and advice on agricultural vocations, while the
married took interested in advice in apricultural vocations,
entertainment nes,ltopics on home eGOndmics, knowledge, and
general subjects.

When compured b& age, it was found that the swiple who
were below 30 years old were interested in knowledge and general
subjects, new topics, news on scientific inventions and
discoveries, advice in agricgltural vocations, and follk laws,
The sample bafween 30 - 40 yeard old were interested in home
econamics, entertainment, scientific inventions and discoveries,
news on prices of agricultural products, and topics. on new
vocations, while the sample 41 years old ﬁnd above wers
interested in news on prices of agriculturul products, advice
on agriculturul vocations, flok laws, and topics on hane

econanics,



5. The opinions on Improvement of Village Reading Centers
and Broadcasting Stations.” The sample suggested that the private
individuals should toke more responsibility and support for the
village reading centers, and the government offices should
support village reading centers by providing documents, bocks,
and taking caré und responsibility for operations with the
committees. In regard to thelimprovement of the village
broadcasting statiéns, the sample suggested that the government
organizations should support the village broadcastiné stations
by providing news reels useful for providing knowledge for

pecple.
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