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The purpose of this thesis 28 to study the characteristacs of
Sastray that 1s, 1ts defanztion, history, purposes, form and content,
includaing 1ts usage, the relatronshap botween Sastra and other literary
works, and world views appearing in Sastra.

The methods of the study inciude bthe thorough analysis of
four copiles of Sastra taken from Nakhon 51 Tharmarat provancej the
anterviewing of informents and the study of related literature.

The presentation of the study 1s 1n the form of analytical descraiption,

It can be concluded from bthe sludy that Sastra i1z an oracular
laterature for fortune telling., "Sastra’ 2s likely to come from

"Saswrasas", which 1s a minor Vada of Atharvaveda and whose meaning
15 "the art of using wecapons." Bralman composed Sastra and took it
into the southern part of Thailand where 1t bocames waidely knowm.
Buddhist monks used Sasira as a means of oxhorting the Buddha's
teachings to the people. Hencey, Sastra 1s also called "Prathanmbot!
or "Prabot", The primary purpose of Sastra nowadays is to foretcll
good or bad luck. The secondary cne iz to teach morals. While most
of old Sastras arc '"llang Sue Bud Khew", the newly composed ones,
written on drawing papers, with color illustrations, are small books,
called "Pud Teen Clang" or "Samud Teen Chang", Sastra that can
be found nouadays are written an standard Thax scarapt without page
numbers, containing about 25 ~ 35 episodes. Usually Sastras are
composed 1n tho form of "Gap", especaally "Gap Surangkhanang",

Some copics of Sastra arc written an the form of "Glon Suphap".

Y



-

Some coples bogan the cpisodes with "Rup Nee (this prcturc)”,
while others with "Bai Thee (page mumber)}". The pace of cach
episode 15 quick, concisc and informative in few words. Each
episode may be ended by cncouragang or forbiding a person to try
one's fortune again, However, 1t depends on the prediction. Each
episode of Sastras camposed in the form of "Glon Suphap! arc
usually ended wath "Oey'l,

Usually there are 3 kinds of prediction : good mediocre or
bads Each page of Sastra with each episode will foretcll various
aspects of life.

The usage of Sastra include the fortunc teller or predictor,
wish - making, a stick for fortune trial, the rcading of lne
prediction, trying one's fortune again if encouraged by the
prediction and practice aftwer the traal, X

It haes been found that there are 3 kinds of litcrature often
allutcd to an Sastra; that is, classic literaturc, talcs and niscollansous
literature, Ramayuna, folktalcs anc "Bbramna Jat.i" are predominantly
found in Sastra. There avc 6 types of alluszon. Each type, waithout
lengthy oxplanationyis referredceibher to cvents, characters and
charzcteristics, nares, names and qralafication, names and behavior,
and the meaning of some proverbilal cxpressions. The allusaon is
focused on one speeific part whach will detormine the content of the
prediction. The prediction appropriately agrees wiath the alluted

literaturc,



The study of the world vaews in Sastra reveals that folk
litorature 1s the source of ideas, beliefs, idcology and morals of
local people. They reflecl thear appreciation of the beauty and
the adventage of nature, the exploatalion of nature as a lesson for
life, their moral consciousness derived from the supernatural beliefs,
the affectionate love and unity of the family, kinship and mother land,
as well as farth in Buddhism as a neans to enhance life and socicty.

The conclusion of the study of "“Sastra', an oracular
literature framn Nakhon Sia Tharmarat can bc drawm as follows 3

1e Sastrs plavs an imporiant role in supporting and enhancing
mental health and in guiding the local pzople to lead theair lives.

2. Sastra 1s perfect both in form and content; rcvealing the
artigtic creataivity of local pogts,.

3+ Sastra rcflecis loeal peoplels versatilaty and tasie an
laterature. That 1s, Buddhist and dadactic literature is widely
1liked and admired. Good literature, in thear wviews, must have
intellectual valuc,.

Le Bastra us the source of ideas and culturc handed down
among local people, and

5. Sastre reflects the anfluence of Buddhism on the creatavaty
of literature., Standard and traditional ideas reflectang an Thaa
literature are derived from Buddhist tcochings sanee local people are

faithful in Buddhign,
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