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Ratthapol Phromsard. (2004). A Discriminant Analysis of Factors Contributed to the
Appointment of Academic Ranking of Instructors in Private Higher Education
Institutes. Master thesis, M.Ed. (Educational Measurement). Bangkok : Graduate
School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee: Dr.Suwaporn Semheng,

Asst. Prof. Raweewan Panpanich.

The purposes of this research were to compare and discriminate factors contributed to
the appointment of academic ranking of instructors in private higher education institutes.
The samples were a number of 522 instructors teaching in private higher education institutes
in the first semester of 2003 academic year. These instructors consisted of two groups. The
first group was 261 carring titles of professors, associate professors and assistant professors.
The second group was 261 instructors without titles. The two-stage sampling technique was
used to select the sample from private higher education institutes. Eights parts of questionnaires
were used as the instruments for data collection. The first part of questionnaires involved the
academic background and working experience. The second to eighth part were questionnaires
on internal locus of control, attitude towards the teaching profession, attitude towards the
conducting of academic performance, future orientation, support of administration,
self-development and responsibility. There were ten variables used in the analysis.

The finding revealed that there were only six variables discriminating the two groups of
instructors. These variables were working experience(Xs), academic background(X,), internal
locus of control(X,), support of administration(Xg), responsibility(X,,) and attitude towards the
conducting of academic performance(Xg). The variable was able to predict correctly 74.5
percent of instructors with academic titles, 80.8 percent of instructors without academic titles
and 77.6 percent of both groups. The discriminant function was as follow :

Y = .876X; + .380X, + .333X, + .300X; - .295X,, + .286Xg

The important variables that could discriminate between the two groups were working
experience(X3) and academic background(X5).

Discriminant variables which tended to be the characteristic of instructors with
academic titles were working experience(X;), academic background(X,), internal locus of
control(X,), support of administration(Xg) and attitude towards the conducting of academic
performance(Xs), while responsibility(X;q) tended to be the characteristic of instructors without

academic titles.
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