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The objectives of this investigation were as follows: 1) to
study students® use of the library in the praivate higher education
institutions, 2) to compare students® understanding of the use of the
library between the ainstitutions which offer the course on the use of
the library and the instituticns which did not offer the course, 3) to
compare students® understanding of the use of the library between the
students with high scholastic achievement and the students with a low
one from both groups of institutions, 4) to faind a relationship between
students® understanding of the use of the library and scholastic
achievement 1n\£oth groups of institutions.

The sarple group for thas study was compraised of 677 students
an their third and fourth years of college. Students were selected
at random from eight praivate colleges in Bangkok and Samutprakarn.
These college were Bangkok College, College of Commerce, Krairk College,
Siams Technical College, College of Business Administration, SraiPatum
College, Assumption Business Administration College and South-East As:ia
College. A guestionnaire and an achievement test were used for the
collection of data and a t-test and simple correlation were used during
analysis,

Findings were as follows

1. The largest number of students were found using the
library to prepare term paper while less students used the labrary for
preparing class reports. The largest number of students used the

library because of the lecturers® suggestions while fewer were drawn to



the library by the regular acquisition of new non-fiction books. The
library material used most by the students included general non-fiction
books with reference books being the second most used i1tem. Students
indicated several areas of problems and/cr obstucles relating to the
use of the library. These problems included: books and materaals,
services, usage, library staff, building and space, and furnature.
Students found they were unable to find books and needed assistance to
use reference materials effectavely. Students also found furniture
inadequate for proper study. About other sources used by students,
they included using state university liabraries and buying their own
books.

2. In comparing students' understanding of the use of
library,the study revealed

2.1 The students from the institutions which offered the
course on the use of library achieved higher scores than those from
the institutions which did not offer such a course. The difference
was stataistically significant at .05 level.

2.2 The students with higher academic standing gained
higher scores in the use of library than the students with low
academic standing from both groups of institutions. The difference
was statastically significant at .Cl level.

3. In calculating a simple correlation, 1t revealed that
scores on library understanding and scores on scholastic achievement
were positively correlated at medium level. The correlation was

statistically saignificant at .01 level for both groups of institutions,
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