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The investigator constructed a Praten I Spelling test and used
the test {ur detexaining the achlevemont of ths e¢h. ldren in eleven sechocis
in Edueationai Region I. The test, whic. contained 90 itews, was divided
into two yarts. One part coasisted of 50 nouns; the other part co .sistsd
of 40 vorbs. All of the items were couverted to pletures. Foxr pretesting,
& sample of 494 children were selected from two schoole in Bangkok. The
Giseriminative pover of ths item was analysed; consequently, 60 items wcre
selcet 4 for the final test. The test wus not divided into noung and
verbeg. but arrsngoed according to the diffieuliy of the items. The relin-
bilibty coefficient of the test was fuund to ke 373 its velidity coeffi-
clent wore 58 and ¥Tl. To determine tha lewsl of spelling achievement
of the ehildren, the speliing test was then sdministered to 1,642 children
in e¢leven schools drawn at random from kducaticnal Region I. The resulting
cate were analysed emplo;ing a complex fuctorisl design.

The fincings showed thst ihe frequency distribution of tés
childrent's scores waes bi-modal. The children W OSe SCOTES Wers among
the lowest were Pratom I repeaters, the Pratom II children whé spoke
Chincee, the Pratom IT children whose parents were farmsrs or labourers,
and the Pratom II chilcren whose teuchers had less experience and train-
g, The girls oﬁtained significantly higher scoras than the boys.

The non-repsaters vere significa:ily better than the repeators. fo
dificvrence was fo.nd betueen the older group and the ynungef‘group.
Fing 11 4 there were po significant intevect.ons botursn sex nnd age, sex

.

and yopeabing, or age and repesiing.
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&z a result of the findings, two recomuzndations were proposed
to the school aéministrators. ¥First, the school administrators ought to
improve the readiug textbhooks for Praf&m I3 for instenece, thore were too
many @1fficult words such as Vstalrease® in the textbcéke. These words
should be replaced by rnore elsment«ry ones. Seeoud, the perscns pre=
paripg‘tb éqfelemﬁntary school teachars shounld have_moré opporturity to
‘ gain §?achihéiéxpari@nce, and highor qualifications should be required
by adﬁinistra£9fs; | |

For furthsr rosearch, £irst, the investigator racommaﬁda& that
the difficulty of every word iu Pratos I resding textbooks be studied.
Sacond, for refining the speliing test, more than one prateét might be
required to correct the items in order that thé'&ifferont ipems would be

oqual in diffieulty. Third, researchers in future éught to £ing other

factors contributing to the low spelling achievemsnt shown by these
thl&renq . ‘ .
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