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MENTAL HEALTH AND MORAL REASONING OF CHILDREN

IN DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS

AN ABSTRACT
BY

LA-ONGTHIP PALANUPHAR

-

A dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements
for the Master of Education degree in Developmental Psychology
at Srinakharinwirot University

September 1989



The purpogse of this research was to investigate the mental health
and moral reasoning of 522 upper elementary school children residing in
ordinary families and the Wat Sakaeo orphanage. The sample was raﬁdomly
drawn from Prathom &4, 5, 6 children of Thairat-vithaya 6 school and
Pinijdhammasarn school. The mental health and moral reasoning tests were
used in collecting the data. In the analyses the t-test, F-test, and
the Pearson's Product Moment Correlation were employed. The findings
vere as follows @ .

1s The ordina;y family children had better mental health than
those in the VWat Sakaeo orphanage children with a significant difference
at the .07 level.

2. The Wat Sakaeo orphanage children had higher moral reasoning
than those in ordinary family children with a significant difference
at the .01 level.

3« Either the ordinary family children or the Wat Sakaeo orphannge
children with Qifferent educationél ievels had different mental health
and moral reasoning with a significant difference at the «05 and .01 levels
respectively,

he No sex difference in mental health was found either in the
ordinary family cﬁildren or in the Wat Sakaeo orphanage children.

S5« The ordinary family girls had higher moral reasoning than
the ordinary family boys with a significant difference at the .01 level
vhile the Wat Sakaeo orphanage girls and boys were found to have no

difference in moral reasoning.



6. In ordinary families and in Wat Sakaeo orphanage mental health
and moral reasoning were found to be positively correlated with statigtical

significance at the .01 level.
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