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Nattapiya Itsarasongkarm. (2002). The Change Of Thai Dressing Style In The Reign
Of King Rama V, 1868-1910. Master thesis, M.A. (Thai History). Bangkok :
Gradute School, Srinkharinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Assoc. Prof.

Sanan Meungwong, Asst. Prof. Yuwadee Wongsawang.

This thesis aims to study the change of Thai dress style in the reign of King
Rama V, 1868-1910. The data and documents used in the study include both published
and unpublished works, paintings, and photographs in order to show the change of Thai
dress style in the mentioned period of time. The study has revealed the following
results;

Before the reign of King Rama V, Thai society was characterized as
conservative society, in which the upper class people and the common people dressed
similarly. However, the costume quality and the way of dressing of the elite are better
and neater. For instance, they usually decorated valuable ornaments. The common put
on much simple dress but they would be more punctilious when they go to the temple
and participate in the special occasion.

In general Thai men wore nothing but only “Jong Kra Ben”, a long cloth
wrapped around the waist, fan-folded the edges together and passed the folded portion
between the legs, and hitched it at the waist in the back. On contrary, Thai women
tightened the upper part of the body with Sa Bai or Pa Taep; the rectangular cloth and
passed the edge to another shoulder. For the lower part, they put on Jong Kraben or Pa
Sin; Thai traditional skirt worn like sarong.

fn the reign of King Rama V, many significant changes took place in the
society including the way Thai people dressed. King Rama V himself promoted the
change of the dress because it was one of the concrete symbols to show the western
countries how the nation developed. Although the change occurred, Thai traditional
style was maintained. Therefore, the costume in this time was the mixture of both

traditional and western style. The commons mostly dressed the same as before while



those living in the capital, Bangkok, were encouraged to wear shirt due to the attempt of
the government to promote the idea of civilization.

The change of Thai dress style in this period of time had also resulted in many
other important changes in the society. For instance, the middle class people
increasingly bought more ready-made cloths and ornaments from the western countries
causing the decline of weaving manufacture. Moreover, the dressmaker or tailor career
had become popular and made good profit. However, the increase in foreign goods
consumption caused the middle class and upper class debt because they usually

bought them with credit.
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