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This Study was an investigation into the life of Phra Rajasimaporn
and his roles on nonformal education and rural development. Phra Rajasimaporn
is a senior Buddhist monk, who serves as the Abbot of a Buddhist monastry,
Wat Prommaraj, Pakthongchai District, Nokhorn Ratchasima Province. He
also serves as the provincial monk-head of Nakorn Ratchasima. He plays
significant roles in education provisions for the Buddhist monks in this
Neortheastern province, in nonformal eduation programs as well as in rural
development.. His active roles have been recognized hoth internally and
internationally. |

This was a qualitative research in terms of a case study. Three
techniques were employed in the data collection; document analysis,
structured interviews of involved individuals, and visitations to the
commmnities where projects under the initiation and patronage of
Phra Rajasimaporn were being implemented.

The findings were as follows:

1. The Prommaraj Coommities. These Commmities, in which the

rrojects under Phra Rajasimaporn were implemented, were situated appro-
ximately 10 kilometers south of Pakthongchcei District., They consisted
8 villages with 528 families, nearly 2,300 villagers. The majority of
them, 95 per cent, earned their living by working in agricultural sectors,
mainly paddy farming. Almost every family owned the farm land. The economy
status of the coommities in general was considered to be sound when compared
with the average rural villages in the other parts of the country.

Tt was found that 74 per cent of the villagers completed grade

4, compulsory education, while the remaining percentage finished at the



higher level. The sources of the nonformal eduation information included
the village reading centers, the public libraries, the Seiences, Techno-
logy and Emvironment Centers, and the villag‘;e broadcasting systems. All

of these sources were clustered in the area of Wat Prommaraj, which served
as the center of the commmnities. In addition, a number of development
projects under the initiation and patronage of Phra Rajasimaporn were carried
out., These projects were considered as successful and brought new dimensions
to the commmities,

2. Phra Rajasimaporn’s Biography. Born a native of Prommaraj commmity,

Phra Rajasimaporn was a member of farmer family. His alias prior to entering
the monkhood wag Opas Rojanachimplee. Being extremely faithful to the
Lord Buddha, young Opas decided, as influenced by his cousin who also
served as a senior Buddbist monk, to enter the novicehood at his hometown
as he finished compulsory eduation - gvade 4. Soon afterward he moved
to Nokhorn Ratchasima and later to Banghok to seek in dept studies on
Buddhism. When he finished Rank 6 of the Pali Class, he returned to his
home town in Pakthongchai to preach the villagers as well as serving as
a key person in commmity development. In 1958, he was appointed the
Abbot of Prommaraj Temple, and continuously promoted to higher positions
of the priest ranks and finally, in 1966, he was promoted to be Phra
Rajasimaparn and served as 't.he Provincial Head-Monk of Nakorn Ratchasima.
Phra Rajasimaporn took active roles in improving the education
for the Buddhist Monks both in general academic areas and in the t.eaching,.s_
of projects concerning nonformal education and rural devlopment. The

major projects being implemented included the Commmity Learning Center,

LY =



the Sciences Technology and Environment Center. These serves as the
models for the establishment of the learning centers in other villages.
A mumber of educators and interested parties, both from other parts of
Thailand and from abroad; visited the Centers regularly. He received
distinguished awards and honourary degrees from various institutions

in Thailand and abroad.

3. Educational and Development Activities. These activities

included the following:

3.1 Religious Education for the Buddhist Monks. He actively
participated in the establishment of (1) School for the Dhamma-general
academic programs (2) Buddhist College - Nakhon Ratchasima Campus, which
offerred degree programs for the Buddhist monks. Both schools were
situated in the city of Nakhom Ratchasima.

3.2 Nonformal Educaiton Programs. These included the

establisment of (1) the Public Library at Wat Prommaraj (2) Center for

Sciences, Technology and Environment (3) Activities in the Paendin -
Dhamma,; Panedin - Thong Project and (4) Activities in the Korat Development
Project, These activitieg were initiated by this monk leader as models
and were later expanded and ftried in other parts of the country.

He frequently served as a resource person in various seminars and
workshops sharing his expertise and experiences in education and rural
development., He serves a key role in the National Literacy Campaign,
Enviroment. Conservation Project, etc. His outstanding activities and
significant rolegs promoted the nonformal education and created indigenous

learning among the people in the rural commmities.



	Cover
	Abstract
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 4
	Chapter 5
	Bibliography
	Vitae



