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The purposes of this research were to study attitudes and actual performance,
and to collect opinions and suggestions of the people in dealing with domestic waste
concerning water-pollution problems. The Jedee - Bucha canal in Nakorn Pathom province
was selected as a case study.

The sample consisted of 200 people residing both sides of the canal, 100 of
them live in the municipal area while the other 100 live outside. Four occupational
groups : farmers, merchants, office workers and others, were randomly selected about
the same size. They included 113 males {52%) and 87 females (48%), between 15 - 61
years of age, the educational background ranged from elementary education to university
level, 57% were born in Nakorn Pathom while 24% moved in and stay permanently in
Nakorn Pathom and 20% moved in and stay temporarily in Nakorn Pathom.

The data was collected through a structured interview done by the researcher
herself, asking people about personal data, opinions and suggestions about water -
pollution problems and dealing with domestic waste. The data was analyzed by doing
content analysis, frequency distribution and percentage. .

The results of the study were as the following.

1. Opinions on Water - pollution Problem. About 66% of the sample stated
that the Jedee Bucha canal stil be signified to the province : having historical value,
water draining and preventing flood, for water communication, growing plants and stop
fire, and for recreation. The majority of the sample agreed that the water was seriously
poliuted, The reasons were : people throwing domestic waste and wasted water into the
canal, draining water from animals farm and chemical substance into the canal, the
canal growing shallow and covered with weeds, carelessness of the people and local
officer.

For the awareness of the people to waste water and environmental
problems, it found that 5550% of the sample expressed high, while 28.50%
moderately, 10.50% little and 1.50 do not interest at all. The sample suggested that
government leaders should pay more attention to : improving and keeping the city
clean: making the canal deeper, repairing roads and pipe - lines; locating local budget ;

solving  traffic problems, community health care and environmental problems. Future



trends of the Jedee Bucha canal, 32.52% of the sample stated that the water being
polluted more seriously, 29.50% believed that #t would get better, 23.50% said that it
would be the same and 11.00% undecided.

2. People Performance in Dealing with Domestic Waste. Each
household produced domestic waste about 3 - 5 cubic feet a day. The waste included
wet garbage, dry garbage, harmful garbage and waste from occupations. For how to
deal with domestic waste, the responses were : throwing in the bins of the city,
burning, throwing into the canal, drying and using in farm putting in garbage bags
and leaving in the local garbage ground, and sorting different kinds of waste and
putting into the public garbage bins. The suggestions on managing the domestic waste :
© burrying or buring, putting into the nublic garbage cans, being provided garbage trucks,
sorting different kinds of waste before disposal, providing local garbage spot, and
provide well understanding to the public.

Opinions on how to keep the canal and city clean: the government leaders
should pay more attention, to inform the people to put the waste into the proper
disposal piaces, providing more garbage cans and disposal spots, to dig up the canal
and not let it become shallow, to educate the public on environmental conservation,

and do not allow to drain waste water into the canal.




ATTITUDES AND ACTUAL PERFORMANCE IN DEALING WITH
DOMESTIC WASTE CONCERNING WATER - POLLUTION PROBLEMS :
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