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LOCAL WISDOM ON COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES : A CASE STUDY ON AWARDED
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Ratchadapom Woongeaw. (2004). Local Wisdom on Communily Enterprises : A case study on
Awarded Products of One Tambon One Product (OTOP) project in Songhla province. Master
thesis, M.LEd. (At Education). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisor Committee : Assist. Prof. Amnard Yensabye. Vice-prof. Wannarat Tungchareon.

This analysis fundamentally aimed to study on 1. local wisdom of community enterprise 2.
the knowledge transmission process in production and 3. standard criteria in selecting products in
terms of product category standard. The studied examples were the awarded utensils made of
coconut shells of One Tambon One Product (OTOP) project from Coconut Shell products’ group,
house number 100, Bannatum, Village Number 6, Padungbesar sub-district, Sadao District, Songkia
province. The data were collected from related documents, observation, interviews, and taking
photograph then they would be carefully studied and analyzed according to interested conditions.

The resuits of the findings were the following :

it has been found from the study’s results that the local wisdom on community enterprise of
the Coconut Shefl Products group was the operation of local enterprise by making any utensils made
of coconut shells utilizing the local wisdom as a main driving force to develop the local economy.
Apart from that, there was a gathering of people to administer the overall systems including
production, marketing, raw material selection, controfling and importantly group management
administration. Therefore, this gave rise to the natural process of transmission and leaming from real
life experience within the group enabling them to adapt and improve the leamt ones for developing
their community to be much more strengthened and reliable in long run.

As far as the knowledge transmission process in production is concemed, most people who
were transmitted were close ones in family like children, grandchildren, and relatives as well as
interested people, which meant that they had shared their wisdom and experience in an individual
level. People could get the real contact from those who transmitted the knowledge at first glance
from their individual observation and worth of mouth. Then, they are exposed to the making
processes demonstrated by specialists. Everyone could share and practice him or herself to become
a professional, which enable them to make use of their leamt experiences for eaming their incomes
and funding their education.

In addition, the study underined the selection process in terms of product category
standard. For the products themselves, the Coconut Shell group had fully taken advantage of their
background of knowledge as their valuable investment to create new product styles to become as
unique as possible by using the aiready-have natural coconut shells found in every season. Within
the group, everyone was so well informed and alert at all time to create new designs. However, they
also conserved the local identity by emphasizing to meet the market requirements. There were
continuous orders from customers. That is why, the products are available in both national and
intemational markets. The products are more poputar in foreign markets compared to the national



ones. Consequently, the Coconut Shell group must continuously make the product available on
markets to keep abreast of a big market expansion. In terms of community strengths (Locai
Management Administration), the group had specially set very clear operational regulations. The
group is responsible for finding markets to have continsous demands. Some public and private
sectors such as Community Development, Southem Enterprise Supporting Center (division 11), and
Bank of Agricuiture and Cooperates supported the group. There were also training programs in
educating members to have knowledge about product designs, marketing, accounting as well as
approving the circutated money to administer the group.

In order to produce a unique product of community enterprise based on local wisdom, it
was realized that the group was supposed to consider the products and group management
administration as the most important factors. Every member shared the common expertise,
knowledge and understanding in cooperation. As a result, there has been a continuous growth and
expansion in the field of production starting from the local level to national and intemational level
respectively. Finally, they could depend on themselves for a better life fulfiliment.
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