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This research focuses on the development of the female military profession in Thai
society and the change in the role of women in the Thai Army from 1942-1963, as female soldiers must
also have a concept of military society. The identity of the female military profession is different from
other professions and an interesting turning point for the status of women in Thai society. This study
used primary evidence from various ministries, including Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters, The
Royal Gazette, and the roles of women, including other articles and dissertations. The results revealed
that female military professionals originated from the national policy of Field Marshal Plaek
Pibulsongkram (P. Pibulsongkram) in World War II. He wanted to increase the troops and set a policy
to focus on a strong image of women, set a national policy for unity, courage and patriotism for all ages
and genders. This included setting goals to promote the roles of women and increasing female
participation in society. The female military profession project proceeded for two years and when Field
Marshal P. Pibulsongkram lost power and it showed the establishment of female military profession
was initially to increase troops and improve to the status of women. The female military profession did
not actually perform according to the curriculum, resulting in being viewed as incomplete and
unnecessary. Later, the female military professionals developed roles more suitable for the status of
women in the period of Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat. During the Cold War, the army became more
effective and female military professionals had support duties in military development. The
development of female roles followed global trends with an emphasis on public health, education and
administrative roles reflecting the changing roles in response to the needs of military missions and

shared work behind the scenes so that the soldiers can serve in the combat.

Keyword : Female military profession, Plaek Pibulsongkram, World War I
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