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A research entitled “study on PIPAT playing technique played by the Music Division,
Fine Arts Department: a case study of the accompaniment on JARK MANSUANG SU
MUANGSONG, an episode from PRA LOR” was conducted under the objectives of 1.
Studying the accompanying repertoires for JARK MANSUANG SU MUANGSONG, an
episode from PRA LOR theatrical play and 2. Studying PIPAT playing technique played by
the Music Division, Fine Arts Department: a case study of the accompaniment on JARK
MANSUANG SU MUANGSONG, an episode from PRA LOR theatrical play.

Using anthropological approach to process the research, the results were as
follows:

PRA LOR theatrical play script was originally written by Prince WORAWANNAKORN
when Mom Luang TUANSRI WORAWAN assigned certain Laotian-accented musical
repertoires in addition to the already-existing accented repertoires as well as NA PAT
repertoires. Later on, Fine Arts Department, The revision was supervised by Mr. Seri
Wangnaitham. The script, which has been used till date, contains 44 accompanying musical
repertoires whose lyrics function as narrator. Out of these repertoires 15 of them belong to
NA PAT category, i.e. OAD LAO, SATUKAAN, SAMOE LAO-RUA LAO, CHERD, RUA,
CHERD CHING, KRAO RUM, REW-LAA and TRA NAUN. In addition, there are 26
miscellaneous repertoires of Laotian-accent and 3 repertoires of other foreign accents. The
latter are used as supplementary repertoires when the available Laotian-accented
repertoires cannot sufficiently convey the desired expression. These repertoires are KHMEN
LAl KHWAI, KHMEN PHUANG and NAGARAJ.

PIPAT Playing techniques for LAKORN PAN TANG accompaniment are considered
differently by the musicians from ordinary performances. There are 5 elements that must be

taken into account, i.e. 1. Expression: musicians must be able to comprehend any



momentary emotions for performance effectiveness, 2. Tempi: This is a very important
element as tempo is the best way to determine and convey an emotion. There 5 different
levels of tempi which is relative to a scenic emotion, 3. Beginning of a musical piece: There
are 2 types of how a musical piece is begun, i.e. instrumental beginning and vocal
beginning. The former can be further divided into 2 types, i.e. Ranad Ek-led instrumental
beginning and simultaneous instrumental beginning,4. In-repertoire playing technique: 9
such techniques are found, i.e. 4.1. Pitch emphasis — the most frequently observed
technique performed by Ranad-Ek player to lead other musicians, 4.2, 4.3. Instrumental to
vocal transmission and vice versa during change of scene or during a character’s entrance
to a scene, 4.4. Instrumental accompaniment during vocal part to keep vocalists in tune and
to increase aesthetics, 4.5. Vocal to instrumental transmission to seamlessly connect the
two, 4.6. Instrumental syncopation during vocal part in the pieces that contain canon for
fugue, 4.7. Increasing of tempo toplay, 4.8. Observation of dancer's movement for perfect
music-dance synchronization and 4.9 Using musician’s wits to instantly alter melody in order
to solve unexpected problems that might arise during play,5. Ending of a musical piece and
bridging two musical pieces: 3 types of such techniques are found, i.e. ritardando, sudden

stop and connecting ending.
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