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Tungcharoen, Assoc. Prof. Dr.Woralun Boonyasurat.

A study of the relic-enshrining pagoda in Lan Na society was made to analyze and
interpret the relationship between the relics and the changes in society, economy, politics
and culture in Lan Na society, and to study the patterns of arts and architecture of the relic-
enshrining pagodas in Lan Na society, including symbolic relationships and rituals.

The relics in Lan Na society include both the relic itself and the relic-enshrining
pagoda. From this study it was found that there are currently eight important symbolic
pagodas in Chiang Mai, Lamphun, Lampang, Chiang Rai, Phrae, and Nan. These relic-
enshrining pagodas are considered historical evidence, religious symbols, and cultural
tourist attractions, which have developed continuously in respect to politics, government,
economy, society and culture of the Lan Na Region.

The debating of the study results under the concept of Buddhist domain was able to
explain inclusively the relic phenomena beginning from the traditional state through the
nation-state that in the society of traditional state the relic/pagoda was constructed to initiate
the development of the kingdom under the leadership of the monarchs. And the linkage to
Sri Lanka, Burma, and Sukhothai was mobilized through composing the legendary story of
the relics in order to support such events occurred during the 20" and 21st Buddhist
centuries. Afterwards in the nation-state society the relic/pagoda had become a bargaining
power between the kingdom of Lan Na and Siam under the concept of the eight significant
pagodas of the kingdom of Siam illustrating its tangible territory, while the concept of the
relic/pagoda symbolic of the year of birth of the Lan Na people portrayed the territory of the
Utopian state which was linked to the neighboring states including Phra That Ket Kaeo
Chulamani pagoda in heaven. The debating of the study results of Lan Na relic/pagodas in
the globalized society pointed out that the Lan Na relic/pagodas changed in accordance
with the secular concept and the concept of capitalism, which made local culture to become

an item of the trades, and the tradition-inventing concept gave rise to social movements in



the two forms, that is to say, conservation and tourism which presented once again the tales
and traditions of the relic/pagodas in the society of traditional state.

The form of arts and architecture of the relic/pagodas in Lan Na society symbolized
the Buddha, which was considered important in the same manner as worshipping the Buddha
in person. In designing the relic-enshrining pagoda, it was found that an idea of the Trai
Bhumi or three-domain cosmos was held as principal structural form of inventing the pagoda
as a center of the universe at level of the city planning and monastery layout, both in the
middle of the city and on the highland. But the analysis of the Lan Na relic/pagoda forms, both
the rounded one and the prasat style, was believed to have evolved from those of Burma and

Sukhothai, which was seen as symbolic artworks having some connection with the rituals.
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