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Somporn Kongthaworn. (2005). The Role of Buddhis Mission in Spreading Buddhism to Hill
Tribe in Remote Areas, 1965 - 2002. Master thesis, M.A. (History). Bangkok :
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee : Asst. Prof.

Chompunut Nakirak, Asst. prof. Yuwadee Wongsawang.

This thesis studies the roles of the Buddhist mission called Phra Thamacharik in
expanding Buddhism among hill tribes in remote areas during 1965-2002 A.D. in the
following aspects: Buddhism expansion, education improvement, and development of public
facilities.

The purposes of this study are to explore important factors that created Phra
Thamacharik Mission, to explore the importance of Phra Thamacharik monks in expanding
Buddhism among hill tribes in rural areas, and to analyze the problems and obstacles faced
during the course of the project.

Phra Thamacharik Mission was created after the government had realized the
importance of Buddhist monks in developing hill tribe communities which were causing
problems to the government at that time. These problems were, for example, deforestation,
opium plantation, and communism. The government had asked the Public Welfare
Department to invite Buddhist monks to spread Buddhism in the areas in order to create
moral relationship with hill tribes under the mission Phra Thamacharik, which was started in
1965, with its central office at Wat Benchamabopit and its regional office at Wat Srisoda,
Muang District, Chiang Mai. The roles of the monks in Phra Thamacharik Mission during

1965-2002, when they were performing their tasks, can be summarized in the three



aspects: Buddhism spreading, education development, and public facility development. As
a result, the hill tribes have shown more respect and belief in Buddhism as seen in their
participation in religious services, self-expression as Buddhists and ordination into
monkshood in order to study Dharma discipline. In addition, the mission ailso helped better
the hill tribes' attitude towards the national, religious and royal institutes of Thailand, which
benefited the development of their quality of life.

The study also finds that Phra Thamacharik monks had to face many problems and
obstacles, and the project administrators tried to provide solutions to these problems and
amend their effects on the communities and the management of the project itself in order to

set up the system and form of Buddhism expansion of Phra Thamacharik monks later on.
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