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The objective of this thesis is to study the worldview of
Lanna Thai people. Ten local literary work were analyzed. Three
are religious in nature, two are religiously motivoted entertaming,
and five are moral instruction. They point to a few worldviews.

The first worldview is on the relationship of human. The
literature point cut that Lanna Thai woman is lower in status to
man especially when she is pregnant. To learn all the household
task and to rear the children form very important roles of Lanna
Thai woman. She may be sold by he ruler or husband, if she commits
adultery. The man has a right over children and wife. To support
the family and study are very important roles of Lanna Thai man

The second worldview is on politiecs and poldtical institution.
The Lanna Thai people belive that individuals form the foundation
of state, The rulers must possess merit Bhun and Parami {goodness)
They are supposely, goods and must possess high virtue. There are
three social classes, the rulers, the citizens and the slaves. The
slaves ~ owner has the right over the slave but is not the responsible
for his life.

The third worldview is on family relationship. The society
allows young people to associate freely. Everybody is allowed to
choose his or fer own spouse. The worship of the ancestors' spirits
is a very important rite in wedding. The woman will move to live
with her husband's family. Division of work is practical in the
household. The family is large and extended. The elders, especially’
the father or head of the household, are very important and must be
respected and paid gratitude by all. Their main cccupation is rice

forming.



The fourth worldview is on nature and the suppranatural.
The people take nature as a part of life, a scurce of knowledge, b
beauty and love. Nature is, therefore, kind and magnaimous. They
believe that nature could punish man. They also believe in the
supranatural, especially the various spirits that play a great in
their lives.

The last worldview is on the instruction of the young.
The believe that it is of great benefit to human - being because
it preserveds the social system and bring peace and happiness to

lifa.
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