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NOVELTY IN S.E.A. WRITE AWARD NOVELS

AN ABSTRACT
BY
VAREE ROUNGSUK
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Master of Art Degree in Thai
at Srinakharinwirot University
April 2007



Varee Roungsuk. (2007). Novelty in S.E.A. Write Award Novels. M.A. Master thesis

(Thai). Bangkok : Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor

Committee : Assit. Professor Somkiat Kuthaweekul, Miss Supak Mahavarakorn.

This thesis aimed to analyze and study the novelty of nine Seawrite awarded novels in
the respects of pattern, writing strategy, and theme. The nine Seawrite novels are
Luk E-san by Kampoon Boonthavee, Kampipaksa by Chat Kobjitti, Poonpidthong by
Kritsana Asokesin, Talingsoongsoungnak by Nikom Raiyawa, Chaochanpomhom Niras
Prathat Inkwaen by Mala kamchan, Vela by Chat Kobjitti, Phrachathippataibonsenkanan
by Win Lieuyvalin, Amata by Wimon Sainimnuan and Changsamran by Duanwad
Pimwana.

The findings revealed that the novelty in the respect of pattern was found only in one
novel, namely Chaochanpomhom Niras Prathat Inkwaen, in which the writer combines the
style of novel writing with traditional voyage and traveling literature. The novelty in the
respect of writing strategy was found in three novels: Talingsoongsoungnak, Vela, and
Prachathippataibonsenkanan. In Talingsoongsoungnak, the writer employs three jointly
linked systematic uses of symbols: the symbol to represent human life, the symbol to
express hope and goal in human life, and the symbol to signify the value of living.
The novel Vela uses three styles of narration: novel, theatrical and film narration. In
Prachathippataibonsenkanan, the writer combins the real events of certain period in
history with simulated events. The novelty regarding theme was found in five novels:
Luk E-san, Kampipaksa, Poonpidthong, Amata, and Changsamran. In Luk E-san, the writer
presents a theme illustrating that poverty does not cause man to feel bitter in life. In
Kampipaksa, the writer proposes a theme suggesting that an individual person can be a
victim of an unfair sentence of a society. In Ponpidthong, the writer suggests the theme
informing the readers that the divorce of parents seriously affects their children’s feeling.
This further results in their loss of faith in the family institution. In Amata, the writer
presents his theme in a question asking what the real immortality is, whether it is the body
or whether it is the soul. He also raises the issue of cloning and the ethics involved. In
Changsamran, the writer proposes that the problems of broken-home children can be
solved through love and concern from people around. In conclusion, all three aspects of
novelty in Seawrite-awarded novels are another important developmental step of

contemporary Thai literature.
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