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THE STUDY ON FACTORS FOR CLASSIFICATION ZONING ECOTOURISM IN
NATIONAL PARKS: A CASE STUDY OF HIGH POTENTIAL NATIONAL PARKS

AN ABSTRACT
BY
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Tadinee Phongroob. (2006). The Study on Factors for Classification Zoning Ecotourism in
National Parks: A Case Study of High Potential National Parks. Master thesis,
M.Sc. (Ecotourism Planning and Management). Bangkok: Graduate School,
Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee: Mr. Piphat Nualanant,

Ms. Sutatip Chavanavesskul.

This study aimed to study factors, used in Thailand and other countries, for
classification zoning ecotourism in terrestrial national parks in Thailand, seek a suitable set
of factors for classification zoning ecotourism in land national parks of Thailand, apply the
suitable factors to create a zoning ecotourism model by using Geographic Information
System (GIS) and compare the zoning ecotourism model to current land use for tourism.

The results of the study showed that the suitable primary factors for classification
zoning ecotourism were the effect of environmental regulations for tourist, biodiversity (flora
and fauna), services and infrastructures and campsite. The suitable secondary factors for
classification zoning ecotourism were soil erosion, density of ground cover and ground
cover loss, tourist's complaint and number of local trail around the national park.

The GIS analysis was conducted to create zoning model of 5 study areas, chosen
from the national park that has the highest potential in each part of Thailand, including the
north: Doi Inthanon National Park, the west/the central: Saiyok National Park, the east:
Preiw National Park, the northeast: Khao Yai National Park and the south: Khaoluang
National Park. The results of the analysis suggested that Preiw National Park is the only
national park compatible to land use zoning model for ecotourism. The other 4 national
parks however are not compatible to the model since the tourism activity area is inside the
primitive and the semi-primitive non-motorize zones where the ecosystem is abundant hence
sensitive to tourism disturbances. The analysis also suggested that GIS modeling is a
suitable tool for creating ecotourism zoning and assisting decision-making for a new tourist

attraction in National Park.
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4 Kutay (1989); 5 Ziffer (1989); 6 Fennell and Eagles
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