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The purposes of this study were to investigate ana compare
the development of substance conservation and problem~solving ability
of primary school'children, among tﬁoge of different age levels and
between urban and rural children; and to find the relationship of
substance conservation and problem-solving ability.

The sample of this study was 120 students (6: 1-7, 7:1-8,
851-9, 9:1-10 yearg of age) which were randomly drawn from the
government primary schools in urban and rural areas, in Nan province,
The Piagetian Conservation Tasks and problem=-sol¥ing ability
questionare were used to collect data. ’

The findings are as follow:

1. The children from different age levels, and between urban
and rural areas, showed significantly different in substance
censervation and problemmsolving ability.

é, The children from different age levels showed significantly'
different in mass conservation, continuous quantity conservation and
digcontinucus quantity conservation,

3. The children from the urban and rural areas showed
51gn1f1cant1y different in mass conservation and discontinuous
quantlty.conservatlon but there was no signiticantly in contlnuous
3_guantity conservation
| 44 There was positive correlation between substance conservation

and problem~solving abilitye.
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