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The purpose of this study was twofold : (1) to investigate
literacy ability and its application for inproving quality of life
of the villagers who participated in the National Literacy Campaign;
and (2) to compare the literacy ability, including its application,
of the villagers from & types of rural villages: those organizing
interest group activities (IGA), those onganizing activities for
inproving the guality of 1life (IQL), those with both activities, (IGA-
IQL), and those with none of these two types of activities (none IGA-
1QL).

The sample for thise study consisted of 161 rural villagere from
12 villages in Changwad Kalasin selected previously for the National
Literacy Campaign. Among these 161 villagers, 66 were male, 95 were
female. Thelr ages ranged from 20-70 years. About 91 per cent were
married, and 95 per cent were peasants.

Data collection was done through two types of instrument:
(1) the Literacy Ability Test, measured the willages' ability in reading,
writing and mathematics; (2) the Structured Interview Form Consisting
guestions on the following 8 areas-food and nutrition, residence and
environment, basic social services, safety in life and assets, production
or food acguisition, family planning, participation in community
development and spiritual value development. .

The study ylelded the following findings:

1. Literacy Ability. The sample performed exceptionally well
in the literacy test. Thelr average scores were 9.50 in reading, 8.31
in writing and 8.90 in mathematic, out of the maximum score of 10.
Their performances were reagarded as sufficient for spending their lives

in rural communities.



When their performances were compared, it was found that the
villagers from the firat tﬁree groups performed significantly better
than those from the fourth group.
2. Literacy Application reference to the 8 areas of basic

minimum needs (BMN):-

2.1 The majority of the sample applied their literacy skills
in daily life at the moderate level. The figst three groups of villagers
applied their skills in food and nutrition, safety in life and assets
family planning, spiritual value development respectively while the
fourth group did only in the area of family planning.

2.2 The majority of the sample had moderate opportunities
in applying their literacy gskills. The first three groups of the villagers
had better opportunities in applying their skills in group uriting activities,
reading signs and placards in the villages, writing letters to government
agencies, reading invitation letters or commercial leaflets, writing in
general election, reading the name of the list of applicants for elections,
reading the name of the 11§t of applicants for eiections, communicating
with government officials, reading information on animal selection and
breedings, writing invitation letter for a meeting, reading instructions
on how to use medicine as well as animals feeds. The fourth group of
villagers mainly applied their skills in writing on the occsslon of election-
whether they be general or locsl ones.

2.3 The contents of what the Villagers' Read. The majcrity
of what they read was in the following areas; (l) Food and Nutrition

which included 5 groups of food, food and desserts, food sanitaticon,



nutritions food. (2) Basic Social Services which included official signs
and placerds, rules and regulations, invitations by government agencies.
(3) Safety in Life and Assets which included Laws Villagers have to know,
accident prevention, drugs and narcotics, health care, ownership of land.
(4) Agricultural Producte which included manuale for the use of pharmg-
ceutical items and animal feeds, using fertilizers and inaecticidee,
animal selection and breedings, vegetable selection and breeding. (5)
Family Planning which included the use of birth control pills, Vasectomies
and contraceptions. (6) Participation in Community development which
included installing Signs and Placards in the villages, listing those
gualified for elections, writing invitation letters to attend meetings.
(7) Spiritual Value Development which included major religione Principles
for Budhists as well as manuals for Dharma practices.

2.4 Comparison among Villages. When the four grcups of
villages were compared with refercuce to literacy skill application, it

was fonnd that the third group of villages applied their skills the most

(X = 2.60), followed by the second group (X = 2.45), the first group

(X

2.12) and the fourth group (X = 1.96) respectively. Moreover, only
two groups were found to be statistically different in literacy skill
utilization. Those were the third and the fourth groups. The third
was slightly higher than the fourth group in term of litiracy skill

application.
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