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ABSTRACT

“The Role of Chao Phaya Surindharaja (Chandra Chandharojwong) : Governor
Gerneral of the West Coast Provinces of Thailand 1786-1807 A.D.” is a paper submitted
to the Graduate School of Srinakharinvirot University as a partial fullfililment for the
Master of Arts degree in History, 1999.

The main argument is that Chao Phaya Surindaraja has a role in creating
stability in the provincial cities on the western coast of Southern Thailand, which
includes important cities such as Thalang and Takua-pa. These cities were relatively
independent outer states, making them true provincial cities directly under the rule of the
capital during the early Ratanakosin period.

This research has three main objectives:

1. To study the role and accomplishments of Chao Phaya Surindaraja in

matters of security, stability and economics in the provincial cities of the
west coast between 1786-1807 A.D.

2. To analyze the political and governing methods of Chao Phaya Surindaraja

in Centralizing power

3. To analyze qualities that enable Chao Phaya Surindaraja to be chosen as

royal governor of provincial cities of the west coast

The main method used here is research from primary documents such as the
Thonburi Report, the court annals of Rama I-lll, the foreigners report, official court
documents such as the testimony of Khun Luang Ha wat, the testimony of the old
capital people, memories of Krom Luang Narindradevi, as well as documents of local
folklore of legends and ancient maps. These are documents published in university
libraries, the Rajabhat Institute at Phuket, and the library of the Siam Society. As for
unpublished documents, these are taken from the Documents Archive, the National
Library at the Wasukri Pier,Bangkok.

Apart from researching from archived documents, the author has survey local
historical sites such as the grounds of Chao Phaya Surindaraja’s estate in Phuket while
serving as governor of the provincial cities of the west coast, the transportation through
Chao Phaya Surindaraja used to convey his belongings, temples, ports, and important
cities in the provincial towns of the western coast. All this in order to understand the

natural character and environment as a ground for analysis in historical research. The



presentation of study results is as a critical narrative. The results of this of this research
not only give information and understanding of the role and achievements of Chao
Phaya Surindaraja and the process of bringing the provincial cities of the west coast
under Bangkok rule, but also provide a new piece of information which is that
reformation of the western provincial towns in centralizing power during the Ratanakosin
period did not begin in the reign of King Rama V to protect the country from foreign
threat, but since the beginning of Ratankosin. In his reign, King Rama | had a policy to
centralize power. This can be seen in the reorganization of government in southern
provincial towns, especially those on the west coast which were being invaded by
Burmese armies. It was not an anticipated situation, similar to the British influence
spreading into the western towns. The King had Chao Phaya Surindaraja travel down to
govern the towns and put them directly under the capital's rule. Throughout 21 years,
this Chao Phaya had successfully served under the royal policy, putting the western
towns under direct rule of the kingdom. His achievements were important in making
successful the policy to create stability and overall rebuilding of the country during the
early Ratanakosin period which was an important foundation for later dealings with
Western powers.

Problems which occurred while writing the thesis are mainly those concerning
the availability of documents recording information specifically on Chao Phaya
Surindaraja. The author has found useful documents of other kinds such as the letters
of Francis Light, folk chronicles, ancient maps, and field work to survey locations, all of
which take a considerable amount of time.

The author would like to give a suggestion on any further elaborations or
continuations of this research. Further study should look at the importance of some port
cities of southern Burma such as Marid, Tawai, and Tanaosri duing the early
Ratanakosin period as it will give a picture and show the significance of the western
Thai coast that connects with the Burmese coast. Such research will add more detail to

make the local history provinces more complete.
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