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Project Advisor : Asst. Prof. Malinee Praserthdam.

The purpose of the research was to account for the govermmance achievements
during the early Tokugawa period, A.D. 1603-1651. It also evaluated the shoguns' reigns
and studied the political, economic and social impacts in this pericd. Tokugawa was the last
military governor in Japanese history. The first three shoguns during the rise of the
Tokugawa period were Tokugawa leyasu, A.D. 1603-1605, Tokugawa Hidetada, A.D. 1605-
1623, and Tokugawa lemitsu, A.D. 1623-1651. Collectively the three shoguns installed the
following political, economic and social systems. Politically, they centralized authority,
classified Daimyos and applied seniority to the governance by applying the tradition of
respecting the senior to control the Daimyo. Such a policy is known as Sankin Kotai, which
allowed later Tokugawa shoguns to successfully rule Japan. Japan became politically stable.
Economically, domestic trade thrived drastically because lemitsu announced Japan
seclusion, which resulted in interruption of foreign trade which had provided substantial
economical gain to the country. Socially, Tokugawa divided people into four social classes,
with principles to interact with each. Neo-Confucianism was applied and thus made
Japanese society more orderly and peaceful. With the foundation laid by the three shoguns,
Japan was peaceful for 265 years, and the period paved its way to the modernization in the

Meiji period.
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