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THAI SILK HANDICRAFT OF THE ROYAL FOLK ARTS AND CRAFTS CENTRE,
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AN ABSTRACT
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TIPAREPA RATTANAVAROPAS

Presented on partial fulfilment of the requirements for the
Master of Education degree in Adult Education
at Srinakharinwirot University

May 1999



This was a qualitative research aiming to study the promotion of local
handicraft for rural women. This study took the Thai Silk Folk Arts and Crafts
Centre, Khut Na Kham Village of Sakon Nakhon as a study case. Data were
collected by document study, project visit, and personal interview to the officers
and related persons. This study was presented in the discriptive form
concerning the management of Thai Silk handicraft of the Royal Folk Arts and
Crafts Centre, Khut Na Kham Village. This study considered the process as
non — formal education activity. It was a teaching and learning process on Thai
Silk handicraft, local expertise as a teacher and local people as learners. This
was supported by the Foundation for the Promotion of Supplementary Vocations
and Related Techniques of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of Thaitand which aimed

to promote and preserve local cultural heritage.
The results revealed that :

1. The Foundation for the Promotion of Supplementary Vocations and
Related Techniques of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit of Thailand was derived from
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit following His Majesty King Bhumipol Aduljadej to visit
people in rural remote areas. Her Majesty Queen Sirikit saw the troublesome
of the people thus she tried to find a way to help them increasing their
incomes. The project started with the Mudmee Thai silk of northeastern region
and expanded to other hand made fabrics and many kinds of handicraft in
other regions of the country. The Royal Folk Arts and Crafts Centre in many
r,egions were established. The Suan Chitrlada Training Centre was also set up
to be a training center of various kinds of art and crafts, producing beautiful

handicraft works and collecting these kinds of product throughout the country.

2. The Royal Folk Arts and Craft Centre, Khut Na Kham Village was
founded on 19 October 1983, aiming at resolving problems of poor people at
Khut Na Kham village, on the areas of about 40 Rai donated by local people
to Her Majesty Queen Sirikit. This center provided supplementary occupations to
increase incomes for local people and to stop labor migration to the town.
The people could participate in environment preservation, forest restoration and

crating local touring activities. Khut Na Kham Village was developed to be the



sample of good developmeat for other villages. Khut Na Kham had 314
households and its population was 1,433. Rice cultivating was main occupation

with average incomes of each family was 67,200 bahts/year.

3. Thai silk weaving. It was assumed that silk cultivation began in
China more than 4,700 years ago in the royal court and distributed to the
people. It was later expanded to other regions throughout the world. Silk
cultivation in Thailand was assumed that Thai people immigrating from China
brought silkworm's egg and mulburry plant into Thailand, especially in the
northeastern part and was supported by the government since the reign of
King Rama V. The northeastern classical weaving was included Mudmee, Chok,

Khit, and Prae Wa.

4. Silk  weaving secton at Khut Na Kham. The supplementary
occupations of silk weaving was promoted by establishing silk weaving section
at the Royal Folk Arts and Crafts Centre, Khut Na Kham Village. This section
ran by the soldier officer. The Centre took responsibility in giving advices,
supporting of production, selling the products within the Centre as well as
sending to the central shops at Suan Chitrlada in Bangkok. The profits was
paid back to the members on their part. The members could also sell their
personal products at the shop within the Centre too. The Silk Weaving Section
made its progress by finding market, developing the pattern and quality control.
Part of the sale profits was maintained to be the capital for running the

section.

5. Factors supporting the success of Silk Weaving Section were the
supporting of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, the responsibility of the officers, the
sacrifice of the trainer, the tolerance and perseverance of the members, good
system management, pattern development and quality control, low investment by
using local materials, marketing and sell distribution, justice income payment and

supporting of government and private sectors.
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