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SUTHIDA SONGSEEDA. (2016). The Construction of Women Docile Body Within Power
Relation in Domestic. Dissertation, Ph.D. (Development Education). Bangkok :
Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisory Committee : Asst. Prof.

Dr.Surawut Padthaisong.

The current dissertation was aimed to reveal the construction process of docile
body of women within the household space where power relation of women and men is
unequal. The power and patriarchy work together to create the truth about the rules and
ways of practice of women within the household as a housewife who cook for family
members, clean and wash, properly manage the household expenses and income. Being a
wife is a sexual object to please the husband under the defined gender role about husband
and wife sexual relationship and under the truth about romantic love, including self-conduct
as a daughter-in-law to be satisfied and accepted by the husband’s relatives. Importantly,
as a good mother, women have to devote the whole life to take care of her children in
several matters since her pregnancy preparation to gestation period, raising children, giving
them education, solving their problems, and include taking care of grandchildren. All of
these practices are defined as the duty and way of life of women within the household of
unequal power relation under the control and regulation of technologies of power by means
of observation and normalizing judgment. The Foucauldian narrative approach revealed
how technologies of power came to define and control women’s way kf life under the
dominance of patriarchy, hence making women to create the oppressed self within the
household space and become docile to the truth despite their going through physical and

psychological abuses under the articulation of perfect family.
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