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Kissadang Waiyanunt. (2005). The transmission of Piphat at the Lopburi basin. Master Thesis.
M.F.A. {Ethnomusicology). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University.
Advisor Committee: Asst. Prof. Dr. Chalermpon Ngarmsutti. Asst. Prof. Prateep Laorattana-
ari
This research aims to investigate the condition and roles of traditional Thai music bands which are
called Piphat bands, in serving the communities and their current inheritable process in the Lopburi
River Basin, by using the ethno musicological methodology, i.e.., historical documentary research
and interviewing those who are involved with the music bands.
This research concluded that:
1. The condition and roles of Piphat bands in the Lopburi River Basin at present are as

follows;

There are totally 65 Piphat bands inciuding 20 Thai Piphat bands and 45 Mon Piphat

bands. There are totally 499 musicians.

- In ritual performances, the Mon Piphat bands are generally performs in funeral
ceremonies while the Thai Piphat bands are generally performed for entertaining

- In drama or opera performances, the Thai Piphat bands were used in the past, but
nowadays people prefer the Mon Piphat bands.

2. The inheritable process is as follows;

-  Forty one Piphat bands are inherited from their ancestors. Twenty four bands are the

new brands.

To apply for Piphat class, some parents abide by the traditional rules that are they

themselves take their children to the Piphat teachers. But some parents may not abide
by this rule. This means that the children may apply for the class on their own.

- Places for studying Piphat music generally reside instructors’ houses. Music lessons
include musical instruments as well as muiti-media presentations by the instructor.

- Teaching style is teacher centered method.
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