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Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee:

Asst. Prof. Dr. Vira Supakit, Mrs. Thasana Tongpakdee.

The purposes of this research were: to study the school characteristics as a
whole and its individual 5 aspects, i.e. academic, personnel, buildings and
environments, student services, and school community relations of the private Catholic
schools in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ratchaburi according to parents’ opinions; to
compare the school characteristics by the independent variables, i.e. school type
(single-sex boys' school, single-sex girls' school, co-educational school), student
achievement level (low, moderate, high), student class level (pre-elementary,
elementary, secondary), district of residenyce (urban, rural), and school activity
involvement level (low, moderate, high); to study the relationships between the
independent variables and the school characteristics as a whole and its individual 5
aspects; and to search for variables that predict the school characteristics as a whole
and its individual 5 aspects.

The sample consisted of 976 parents randomly selected from 4 Catholic
schools in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ratchaburi in the B.E. 2543 (A.D. 2000)
academic year. The instrument used in this study was a questionnaire developed by
the researcher. It consisted of 3 parts: part 1 check list items asking school type,
student class level, and district of residence, and Likert-type scale items measuring
student achievement perceptions; nart 3: Likert-type scale items measuring parents'
perceptions in 5 aspects of the school characteristics. Statistical data analysis included
percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, One-Way ANOVA, multiple correlation,
and stepwise multiple regression analyses.

The results were summarized as follows.

1. The school characteristics as a whole was perceived at the good level (X

3.91); every aspect of the school characteristics was perceived at the good level,
arranged by the mean scores, from student services, academic, personnel, buildings

and environments to community relations respectively.



2. The school characteristics as a whole and its 5 individual aspect were not
perceived differently by parents with different district of residence.

3. The school community relations’ aspect was perceived to be better by
parents of single-sex boys' schools than those of co-educational schools at the .05 level
of significance. Either of the other 4 aspects or as a whole was perceived differently by
parents of different school type.

4. The school characteristics as a whole and its 5 aspects were perceived to
be better by parents of high student achievement level than those of moderate and low
student achievement level at the .05 level of significance.

5. The 5 aspects of the school characteristics were perceived to be better by
parents of moderate student achievement level than those of low student achievement
level at the .05 level of significance.

6. The 4 aspects of the school characteristics, i.e. academic, personnel,
buildings and environments, and school community relations were perceived to be
better by parents of high student achievement level than those of moderate and low
student achievement level at the .05 level of significance.

7. The student services aspect was perceived to be better by parents with high
school activity involvement level than those with moderate school activity involvement
level at the .05 level of significance.

8. The 4 aspects of school characteristics, i.e. academic, personnel, buildings
and environments, and school community relations were perceived to be better by
parents with moderate school activity involvement level than those with low school
activity involvement level at the .05 level of significance.

9. The student services aspect was not differently perceived by parents with
moderate school activity involvement level and those with low school activity
involvement level.

10. Fourteen significant relationships at the low level (r < .30) were found
between independent variables and the school characteristics and its 5 aspects.

11. The student achievement and the school activity involvement predicted
10.5, 9.40, and 8.20 percent of the variance for the school characteristics as a whole,
the academic aspect, and the student services aspect respectively.

12. The student achievement, the school activity involvement, and the student

class level predicted 7.00 percent of the variance for the personnel aspect.



13. The school activity involvement and the student achievement predicted 6.50
percent of the variance for the buildings and environments aspect.
14. The school activity involvement, the student achievement, and the school

type predicted 8.30 percent of the variance for the school community aspect.
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