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Abstract

Relations between Siam and the Tributary States
in Lanna Thai during the Early
Bangkok Perind

———

This study attempts to analyse the relatinnship between Siam
and the Trivutary States in Lanna Thai from the reign of King Rama I
to that of King Rams TII. Its main purpsse is to study the origin
and the characteristics of the relatinnship between Bangknk and the
North including the means used by the central government to maintain
it. The materials used for this analysis were primary sources both
published and unpublished in the National Library as well as bther
secondary sources,

The results are as follows:

Relationship between the central Thai kingdoms and the Thaj
principalities of Lanna Thai had existed since ancient times, The
development of this relationship depended on the relative strength
of the Kingdom of Ayuthya and Burma. When the Burmese Kingdom was
strong, her power was fully extended to Lanna Thai. Frop this strong

Position in Lanna Thai, she was ablc to use Lama Thai's manpower
and prosperity to exteng her power into the territories sf Ayuthya

and tn other neightouring states,

Lanna Thai was therefore strategically important ts beth
Avathya and Burma. 7p Burma wanted permanent power over Ayuthya
and other states such as Luang Prabang, she had to maintain her
influence nver Lama Thai, 1n the same way, if Ayuthya wished to
be independent. ang secure, she had to rid Lanna Thai of the

Burmese influsnce,



In the Dhonburi Period and the early Bangknk Perind, Siam
and Burma used all means available to establish their influence
over Lanna Thai at the expense of each other, Burma was
eventually defeated because on the whole the people of Lanna Thaji
preferred Thaji suzerainty to Burmese rule. Nevertheless, Siam
took great care in her relationship with the Lanna Thai tributary
states in nrder to bPrevent them from falling into the Burmese

sphere of influence again,

In King Rama 1II's reign, Bangknk made great efforts to
combat Burmese influence in the area north of Lanna Thaj. She used
Lanna Thai armies to invade the Shan States, However, this forward
mlicy was only partially successful., When King Rama III suddenly
Passed away, many problems ¢oncerning relationship with Burma,,
especially those related to the struggle for Chieng Tung, remained
for King Rama IV to solve,
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