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The Research examines the musical and cultural aspects of the funeral music
band called Mhongkrum in Chumphon province. The data were obtained via secondary
method, interveiw and observation. The results of the study were presented using the
descriptive analysis technique.

The study shows that Mhongkrum is located in Ban Wongkrok, Tasae district.
The studied 2 aspects of Mhongkrum are as followings ;

1. Cultural aspect ; Mhongkrum band usually consists of 4 musicians who are
farmer or labors. The origin of Mhongkrum was not clearly documented. Few old
villagers described that Mhongkrum was well known and very popular for funeral rite
between 1897 and 1957. The traditional practices for the performance included the initial
requesing for the band to play, paying homage to spiritual teachers, and playing the
music. The symbol of Mhongkrum was Yum Yuag, food used for paying homage to
spiritual teachers. The entire musicians in the band eat Yum Yuag after the ceremony.
The latent funtions of Mhongkrum were a social symbol. It stimulated psychological and
physical reaction, maintain social norms, and transmit the tradition. Since Mhongkrum
belongs to agricultural village, there are no much differences in social status and role of
people. This nature reflects in the style of song to be simple, repectitive, and strictly
structured. The popularity of Mhongkrum has been declining since 1957 because of both
internal and external factors.

2. Musical aspect ; The musical instruments for Mhongkrum band are consisting
of an oboe (Pee-nai), drums (Klong-ton) and a gong. There are 12 songs, 9 songs for
funeral rite, 1 song funeral procession, and 2 songs for cremation. However, only 3
songs, which are Mai-nueng, Mai-song, and Mai-sam are playing now. This study
examines the structure of these 3 songs, the melody of oboe, and pattern of drumbeat.
The result of the study indicated that all 3 songs have the same musical structure, each
song was divided into 3 parts, introductory (Krem-num), body (Tum-nong), and ending
part (Long-job). Mai-song song has the same melody as part 2 of Tor-ra-nee-kun-seang

song but varied. The melody of Ma-mai-pee-tone was used as the main theme and



modified to suit for Mai-song and Mai-sam songs. Mai-nueng and Mai-song songs can
be played in ‘2 styles, each style was aimed to demonstrate personal talent of musicians.
Most melody styles for the oboe are similar with no specific pattern. The personal
preference of the musician is the determination how the song sounds. The drumbeat
pattern for Mai-nueng and Mai-song has 4 bars while Mai-sam has 8 bars. For each

show, the drumbeat has a various rhythm.
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