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THE IDEMAND FOR AND THE ACChoS TO HIGHER EDUCATION

IN EDUCATIONAL REGION 11

AN ABSTRACT
BY

PHONGPHET SUNGSAKDa

Presented in partial fulfaillment of the requirements
for the Master of Education degree
at Srainakharinwirot Unaversity

October 1979



The purpose of this study to compare the demand for
and the access to higher education of the w.5.5 or eqguivalent
pupils and the first-year college students, waith repect to
their personal status distribution, in the Educational
Region 11. The attempt was made to find out how much the demand
and the access were met, The sample used for securang data
on the demand for higher education comprised 1,023 pupils
of M.S.,5 or 1ts equavalent for the academic yvear B,.k.2521.
The population used for securaing data on the access to higher
education compraised 3,456 first year college students of the
same academic year. Data were obtained through two questionnaires
on the demand for and on the access to higher education
respectavely. In addition, details on personal status and

area of study were also secured, Percentage calculation and

Z - test were manipulated on the collected data. Signaficance

tests of the difference were made at .05 level

Major finding were as follows:
1. The demand for higher education amang the following

groups of pupils was significantly dafferent, namely a)pupils

participated in the M.S5.5 curriculum and pupils engaged in

the teacher training curriculum; pupils participated in the
M.5.5 and those engaged 1in the vocational curriculum,

b)pupils whose parents were owners or runners of pravate
business and whose parents were farmers or fishermen; pupils
whose fathers were state - enterprise workers and whose fathers

were farmers or fishermen; pupils whose mothers were owners



or runners of private business and whose mothers were
housewaives. c¢)pupils whose parents had high incomes and whose
parents had low incomes and d)pupils whose parents were less
educated and whose parents were well educated. The difference
of sexes showed no evidence of difference 1in demand for hagher
education. ‘

2. according to the access to higher education, the
following groups of students were more likely to access
higher educataion: a)male students, b)students who graduated
from vocational schools, c¢)students whose parents were
farmers and fishermen and d)students whose parents had low

or medium level of income and educational status.

3. In considering the demand for and the access to
higher education together, the following conclusions were found:
a)the amount of students of hoth groups were almost equal for
both sexes, b)students who graduated from w.5.5 showed greater
demand for but less accessibility to higher education and
¢)the amount of students in both groups were almost equal
with regard to the dafferences of their parents's occupations,
income and level of educational status.

4., Students perferred medical sciences, soclal sciences

and sciences, while humanity was the least demanded for.
The fields whach provided more accessibilaty were education,

engineering, agriculture, sciences, while the least was

medical sciences. The opportunity employment was found to be

the most important factor in influencaing the selection of

academic fields in higher education.
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