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The purposes of this study were :

1) to compare the feeding behaviors of the pre—schoql children’s
mothers, the food habits and the developﬁent of pre-school children whose
different mothers’ backgrounds were educational levels, economical status,
occupational status, child numbers, reasoning oriented-rearing practices
and locus of control.

2) to find the relationéhips between the feeding behaviors, the
food habits and the development of pre-school children.

The samples were randomly selected from the pre-school children
of the Naval Day Care Center. There were 60 paires of pre-school
children and their mothers. The instruments used for collecting data
were a bio-social background questionnaire, a reasoning oriented -
rearing practices questionnaire, a locus of control questionnaire, a
feeding behavior questionnaire, an observation of food habit and a
child development screening test (Dever 2). The data were analyzed
by using F-test, t-test and Pearson Product Moment Correlation.

The results were as follows:

1. The pre-school children’s mothers, having high-educated,
high reasoning-oriented rearing practice and internal locus of control
and taught about nutrition had feeding behaviors better than those
having low-educated, low reasoning~oriented rearing practice and
external locus of control and taught about nutrition statistically
with significance at .05, .01 and .001 respectively.

2. The feeding behavior of pre-school children’s mothers
taught about nutrition who came from the different backgrounds as
the economical status, occupational status and child numbers was

not different.



3. The pre-school children whose mothers taught about
nutrition and having different backgrounds as the educational level,
the economical status, the occupational status, the reasoning-oriented
rearing practice level and the locus of control had no difference in
food habits.

Butthere was statistically significant difference at .05 level
between the pre-school children whose mothers having many children
and taught about nutrition and those having a few children.

4. The pre-school children whose mothers taught about nutrition
and having different backgrounds as the educational levels, economical
status, occupational status, child numbers and the locus of control
had no difference in each side and the whole development. But there
was statistically significant difference at .05 level between the
pre-school children whose mothers taught about nutrition and having
much reasoning-ortiented rearing practice and those having a little
reasoning-oriented practice. The children of the former were better
than those of the latter in the development of understanding and using
language and the whole development. And there was no difference of
personal-social development, Gross motor and Fine motor development.

5. There was no difference in positive relationship between
pre-school children’s mothers’ feeding behavior and food habits of
pre-school children and between mothers’ feeding behavior and
develop@ent of children in each side. But there was the positive
relationship statistically significant at .05 level between mothers’

feeding behavior and the whole development.
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