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This research was conducted in order to analyze the nature of
5 village reading centers, previously selected as outstanding stations
in Ubon Ratchathani. Five factors were taken into consideration : genefal
characteristics of the village and the reading centers, the reading
center committee, the operation of the reading centers, the services
‘and cooperation of the villagers and the opinions of the rural villagers.

The data were collected by means of (1) analyzing available
literature, reports and statistics; (2) interriewing 20 community leaders,
30 reading center committee members, 25 government officials, 100 readers
(3) observing and recording what really happend at the reading centers.

The findings were as follows:

1. General charactenstics §f the villages where outstanding
reading centers were situated. Those 5 villéges were all over 40 years
old, with good roads linking to nearby cities and towns and with special
development projects going on at these villages. The economic.of the
villages was at the moderate level. The great majority of the people
were peasants who cooperated effectively with local government in rural

development. f

2. The general characteristics of the reading centers. All the
5 reading centers were situated at suitable sites providing convenient
access for the villagers. The building was at least 4 meters wide and
5 meters long with 20-50 seat capacity. Newspapers were put on shelves
at least 7 days. Electric lamps were installed for night reading.

A cabinet was available for storing reading materials.



3. The reading center committee. Sixty percent of the committee
members were elected by the villagers. Eighty three percent of the
members served either on first term or less than 5 years. Job
clasgsification was not clear among members but they helped each other
as a teamwork. The meeting was held monthly on the average. Those who
took regular care of the reading centers on valuntary basis were the
Buddist monks, the village head and the villagers whose residences were
adjacent to the centers.

4, The operational characteristics of the reading centers. The
centers received 2 hand-delivered mewspapers daily. Other reading
mostly used books and magézines, were donated nation-wide by the public.
The reading center committee members, local students, bus drivers and the
Non-Formal Education Center clerks took their terns in delivery of the
daily newspapers. There was no circulation of reading materials among
the reading centers. The reading centers also served as a meeting place
for local government officials and the villagers in delivery of information
concerning primarily public halth, agriculture and nonformal education.

5. Services and villagers' cooperation. On the average, 25 villa-
gers used the service of each reading center daily. The villagers took
active roles in the maintenance of the reading centers. The maintenance
costs were met partly by selling old newspapers and mainly by the multi-
purpose collective funds for viliage development.

6. The opinins of the sample could be sumarized as follows:

6.1 The villages had high rate of literacy with good access

to radio and television programs.



6.2 The reading center should be situated in the middle of
the village.

6.3 The reading center committee should be elected by the
local villagers and should go through initial training after election.

6.4 The majority of the villagers belived that the reading
centers are of prime importance to the local villagers.

6.5 The villagers agreed that the reading materials were
interesting and the services are acceptable.

6.6 The local villagers should take significant roles in
the maintenance of the reading centers. The majority of the readers
came to the reading center after dark. Most of them came to read the
daily newspapers, books and magazines.

6.7 The problems encountered by the reading centers included
the insufficient reading materials, operational budget, the lack of
working experience on the part of committee members, no clear-cut job
clagsification for members, villagers less participation due to their
daily actiYities, villagers lacking sense of belénging, and less
_ cooperative efforts on the parts of the village leaders and the

reading center committee.
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